NAME  may  start  international  ministries 


Intematioiud  Mission  Board 
(1MB)  overiaas  u^cperaticr.  in 
the  foture. 

Our  cnhure  *is  becoming 
increasii:^  bostik  to  Christi¬ 
anity  andto  die  Christian  mes- 
sape,”  EC  diairman  B4ike  Routt 

_ _  _  ^  ^  smd  in  response  to  several  ques-  _ 

ritfying  die  June  1^17  an-  upon  assistance  to  the  Interna-  allows 'for  (^ler  contii^n-  lioos  raised  before  EC  mesimrs  —  namb  on  p.  a 

nual  meeting  of  the  Southern  donal  Mission  Board  in  assist-  des  that  may  prompt  NAMB/  voted  without  opposition  to  for- 


NA8MV1ULE  (BP)  -  Chap¬ 
lain-led  ministry  near  over¬ 
seas  military  bases  somedav 
may  become  part  of  the  North 
American  Mission  Board 
(NAME)  thurch  planting  out¬ 
reach,  if  a  proposed  minis- 
Ain#>ndmiint  ia  aimraved 


Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  in 
Columbus,  Oh. 

The  SBC  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee  (EC)  approved  s  rec- 
ommen^kd^  to  be  presented 
to  measengers  in  Columbus  to 
enable  NAME  to  "provide  spe¬ 
cialised.  defined  and  aareed 


ing  churches  to  plant  churches 
for  specific  gixn^  outside  the 
Unitra  States  and  Canada.* 

EC  leaders  said  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  military  ehaplt^na  focing 
reUgiooa  liberty  constraints  is 
s  key  factor  for  the  recommen¬ 
dation.  diouxh  the  wording 


ward  the  recommeodMon  to 
messengers  in  June. 

"There  might  come  a  day  to 
where  onr  chaplains  cant  re¬ 
ally  preach  the  Gospel,*  said 
Routt,  pastor  of  Ciim  Drive 
Church  in  Colorado  Springs. 


STAIinNQ  RMI  IBGMr  -  Dismissed  Afianm  fire  chiM  KMvfo  Cochran  (M  podkim)  stafKte  anr^ 
aifppCMlM  M  Ka  ackJfBtaaa  a  press  cxxifsrmioe  inmiecfialBly  slier  fHirig  a  facierai  cMI  rights  lawauit 
againetthadtyof  Atlarrm,  aliagiiiohkcxiriatttutkifiattypuafarnaadffeectom  of  religion  was  violalad 
whan  ha  was  fired  by  Mayor  Kaasifn  Raed.  (BP  photo  oourtaay  ofTha  ChcMan  Mmc) 

Fired  Atlanta  fire  chief  files 
federal  lawsuit  against  city 


mMifh  (BP)  -  Kelvin  Go- 
chrin,  Atlanta's  fire  chief  before 
being  diwiissad  in  January 
Mayor  ITaarim  Reed  for  expreas- 
mg  his  opinion  agahisr  homo- 
anuaity,  has  filed  a  Menl  civfl 
rights  lawsuit  againat  the  cHy  il- 
le|te  hia  djam&aal  violataa  his 
ripit  to  freedom  of  rritgion. 

Cochran,  a  leader  at  Georgia 
Bimtiat  Ccmventiop-affiliated 
Ehnibeth  Cbcmh  in  Atlanta,  was 
suspended  in  late  November  and 
oraerad  to  undergo  aenstivite 
training  after  the  book  he  adf- 
nbkwhed.  Who  Told  You  That 
fou  Were  Naked?,  vras  deemed 
aBmive  for  tnchiding  aectioas 
ftom  the  Bible  that  deaaibed 
marriage  as  hMng  bet%reen  one 
man  and  nnafnisn. 


Americana  are  gnaranteed 
the  freedcMn  to  live  %nthoat  fear 
[of]  being  fired  because  of  their 
beliefii  and  dieir  thoughts,*  said 
David  Cortman,  senior  counsel 
for  ADiance  Defending  Free¬ 
dom  (ADF)  in  Scottadale,  Ax., 
expUUung  the  lawsuit  ADF 
filed  on  b^udf  of  Cochran. 

*...In  America,  a  relteious 
teat  cannot  be  umd  to  fire  a 
public  servant,*  Cortman  said 
Feb.  18  at  a  prara  conference  at 
the  atete  cakpRcil,  momenta  after 
the  lawsuit  was  filecL 

The  federal  civil  ri^ts  law¬ 
suit  against  the  city  cx  Atlanta 
and  Reed  is  neceasaiy  "in  order 
to  protect  not  oi^  [Ccxhran't] 
Conathutiona]  rumts,  but  ev¬ 
eryone  ebe'a  Constitutional 


rights  of  free  speech  and  the 
few  exandse  of  religion,*  Cort¬ 
man  sakL 

C^oftDlaa  c|uoted  Atlanta  City 
Coundlman  Alex  Wan,  a  leader 
c]f  tite  nmvf  to  remcwe  Cochran, 
who  told  the  Atlanta  Journal- 
Conadtution,  "when  you're 
a  city  employee  and  [ycNurl 
thoimts,  beh^  and  opinions 
are  cmferent  feom  the  city's,  you 
have  to  check  them  at  the  docNT.* 

Cortman  added,  "That 
should  be  a  startling  aatement 
to  an  of  us  * 

Ccxhran  served  as  the  bead 
of  the  U.S.  Fire  Admiaastration 
un^  U.S.  President  Barack 
Obmna.  In  2012.  Pfre  Chief 
nu^aine  named  him  Fire 
Chief  of  the  Year. 


Alabama  Baptist 
assoc,  recommends 
church’s  dismissal 


HUNTSVILLE,  Ala.  (BP)  - 
The  officers  of  an  Alabama 
,  Baptist  asacxnation  have 
recommended  that  the  aa- 
sociatkm’a  executive  board 
withdraw  fellowahm  from  a 
church  whose  laaderi  ha^ 
mvmriheir  pWrtPfiegteBffb 


Madiaon  AnmiBhllfoi  dn 

Huntsville  said  in  a  written 
statement  releaaad  to  Bap¬ 
tist  Press  (BP)  that  Weath¬ 
erly  Hej^ta  Church,  also  in 
Huntavifle,  is  in  vioUtioa  of 
a  section  in  the  assodation's 
b3rlaws  that  defines  marriage 
as  *a  union  betvreen  one  man 
and  one  woman.* 

Aaaociational  officers 
met  with  representatives 
of  the  conaregation  Feb. 
17,  promptea  by  news  me¬ 
dia  reports  that  Weather^ 
Heists'  volunteer,  unpaid 
minister  to  the  community, 
Ellin  Jimmerson,  intend¬ 
ed  to  perform  a  aame-aex 
wedding. 

The  meeting  led  to  a  rec¬ 
ommendation  by  the  offi¬ 
cers  that  the  aaaociation's 
executive  board  withdraw 
fellowship  from  Weatherly 
Heights  at  the  board's  March 
5  meeting. 

Weatherly  Heijihts  — 
which  deambes  itaelf  on 
its  website  as  *an  inclusive, 
discovering  fellowship*  — 
confirmed  to  BP  Feo.  10 
that  Jimmerson  had  per¬ 
formed  at  least  one  same  sax 
vredding. 

Weatherly  Heights  Pastor 
David  Freeman  called  the 
meeting  with  Madison  Asso¬ 
ciation  officers  "cordur  and 
•aid  in  written  comments  to 
BP,  "MBA  representatives 
determined  that  my  beliefs 
shout  homosexuality  and 


same  sex  marriage  fall  out¬ 
side  the  positions  adopted  in 
the  assodation’s  bvlawa.” 

Freeman  added,  "If  our 
church  is  dismissal,  I  will 
be  saddened.  My  Baptist 
.IS?** 

pie  who  disagree  with  me 
on  these  issues.  I  hope  their 
tent  will  be  big  enou^  to  in¬ 
dude  me.  If  we  are  dismissed 
by  the  MBA,  we  have  cotions 
for  mission  and  muiistry 
engagement  with  other  Bap- ' 
tist  bodies.* 

Freeman  argued  in  a  2013 
sermon  that  *adalt,  low¬ 
ing,  monogamous,  same- 
sex  relation^ipa  are  not 

—  OiaMWiaAl-  on  p  9 


The  right  questions 


^^Motacted  me  %vitb  questiim  iboi^ 
Kii^effoitB  to  defend  bomosexuility 
widim  a  Uhlical  context  One  penon 
asked  if  be  had  been  unnecessarily  resist 


Guest  opinion 

with  Bob  Stith 


The  common  threao  of  such  ques¬ 
tions  leads  back  to  humanity's  origi¬ 
nal  teiMtation  Satan:  "Has  God 
said?*  Then  Satan's  subtle  follow-up 
statements:  “God  is  just  holding  out 
on  you.  He  doesn't  want  you  toluiow 
Mmething  that  will  make  you  like  Him. 
God  ¥rr  n’t  do  an3rthine.  You  won’t  suf¬ 
fer  an/  cons^uences. 

Thc^  tactics  are  prominent  in  the 
*“®*5y^*  sraenal,  and  ¥/by  woul^’t  they 
M?  They  remain  incredibly  effective.  We 
humans  stih  haven’t  realized  that  Satan 

is  fer  more  crafty  than  any  (tf  us.  We 
overtook  the  f^t  that  he  IS  described  as  a 

oereiveror  liar  more  than  a  tempter. 

Part  Of  the  problem  is  that  we  are  al¬ 
lowing  ourselves  to  ask  and  answer  the 
wrong  queens.  If  we  ask  the  wrong 
qu^ipn,  ^  answer  won't  really  matter. 

.  lost  in  argi^  nature,  nurture, 

born  Intt  way,  IVe  tried  to  chai^  aiul 
canX  deny  my  feelings,  tois  is  who 
*  question  is  “Has  God 

»aid?  If  we  determine  that,  all  the  other 
quesdons  are  snperfluous. 

Ontheiamofhomo8oniality,8ome 
have  d«a<W  that  we’ve  misunderstood 
the  bioHcal  texts.  Over  the  last  50  years. 


I  ve  spent  more  time  studying  the 
issue  of  homosexuality  over  thelast 
20  yew  than  any  other  single  issue  or 
doctrine,  irith  the  possible  exception  of 
our  identity  in  Christ.  I  can  find  nothing 
m  Utter-day  schoUrship  that  supersede 
t^TOllec^  wisdom  of  over  3,000  years 
of  bibfacal  studies. 

Paul  tells  us  in  Ephesians  4:14-15, 

nhen  ^  Hrm  no  longer  be  littfe  cfail^n 

tossed  by  the  waves  and  blown  around  ^ 

every  wind  of  teaching,  by  human  cun- 

nmg  with  cleverness  in  the  techniques  of 
deceit.  But  speaking  the  tnidi  in  love,  let 

!!*  Him  who  is  the 

head-Chnst 

More  pointedly  in  Galatians  6:7-8, 

Do  not  be  deceit:  God  cannot  ne 


Chicken  and  resolve 


As  MississippUms  who  believe 
in  the  traditional  definition 
swah  the  state’s 
ute  in  the  Fifth  Cireuit  U.S.  Court 
Appeals  in  New  Orleans  -  2nd 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  agrees  to 
hear  an  ippeal  at  their  level  that 
could  URunately  same  sex 

marriw  nationwide  it’s  under¬ 
standable  that  many  pec^ile  would 
approa^  the  coming  days  with  a 
touch  of  anxiety. 

Ifw,  perhaps  ft's  a  good  idea  to 
look  back  to  2012  and  remember 
wM  we  can  accomplish  when  we 
pull  together. 

Rmnnher  when  Dan  Cathy. 
fiekdof  Chkk-fil-A  lestaure^, 
expreajM  his  support  for  the  tradi- 
po^u  (fefinftiDn  c4  marriage  in  an 
inten^  with  a  newspaper?  Re- 

niember  bow  the  hooiosexua]  lobby 
gied  to  put  the  company  out  of 


xfiJiKi  you,  me  word  gajr  was 
not  ottered  by  Cathy  in  Se  inter¬ 
view.  He  spoke  about  traditional 
marriage.  His  words  were  twisted 
by  Menda-driven  news  media 
and  sp^al  interest  groups  with 
vested  interests  to  the  point  that 
most  people  might  have  been 
tenyfted  to  equate  what  Cathy 
said  with  Farrakhan's  rantinia. 

However,  ft  seems  people^^ 
you  and  me  finally  had  enough 
^  that  kind  of  tala  aimed  at 


2009  Chick- 
261  million  < 


moiKty  for 


te  mcepbon),  and  increaaed 
Mte  b  201  j  to  $M  bUBon  -  a 
^35Jriac  over  the  previous  year. 

interview. 

^  pis  siKlden  Chick-fil-A  waa 
tmro  m  the  national  news  media. 
wWot  la  nothing  than  a  nli- 

•nt  footaervantofthehomoaexual  a 
ngta  moveni«nt  *Chick-fi)-A  is 
anfrw!  screamed  the  headlinee 

uh*d  to  protest  tlSs  *h^''!£L.  ^ 

!*•  w^d  dm  tol^SvffiJk  ^mos«^  ri*hu  j 

- 

iMyor...  wen.  enough  Mid.  ekSon^l*?”*"  ' 


no^  People  are  sick  of  being  com- 
Pkw  to  racists  and  fesci^  when 
“P 

looked  down  upon  for 
holdi^  to  the  traditional  under- 
klkooing  of  marriage. 

Mayl^  prople  can’t  take  on 
j  judges  or  fi|At  a  presi- 
^ntirt  Mecutive  oi3er,  but  they 
Jjwight  chk^  that  day.  Ma^ 
t^re  s  nothing  they  can  do 
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Jeffress:  ISIS,  radical  Islam  determined  to  'destroy  us' 


New  YORK  (BP  and  local  raf>Ofts)  - 

Hie  United  States  must  do  *Vliatever 
is  necessary  —  including  boots  on  the 
ground  —  to  eradicate  this  cancer  ojf 
ISIS  and  radical  Islam  before  it  destroys 
us,*  Southern  Baptist  pastor  Robert  Jef¬ 
fress  said  Feb.  17  on  the  Fox  News  Net¬ 
work  broadcast.  The  O'Reilly  Factor. 

The  outspoken  Jeffress,  pastor  of 
First  Church  in  Dallas,  has  emerged 
in  recent  years  as  a  sought-after  con¬ 
servative  commentator  on  news  and 
analysis  shows.  He  contended  on  The 
O'R^ly  Factor  that  U.S.  President 
Barack  Obama  is  "continually  lectur¬ 
ing  us  that  Mfe're  not  in  a  religious  war 
against  Islam.* 

“While  that’s  true,  it’s  time  for  this 
president  to  get  off  his  hi^  horse  and 
acknowledge  that  radical  Islam  is  in  a 
relinous  war  against  us,*  Jeffress  said. 

Until  Americans  understand  they're 
targets  in  a  war,  they  won't  grasp  the 
dangers  ahead,  he  warned,  “lliese  Is¬ 
lamists  %yill  not  rest  until  they've  exter¬ 
minated  every  Jew  and  every  Christian 
from  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  If  you 
think  that  is  hyperbole,  just  listen  to 
what  they  said  on  that  Libyan  beach  af¬ 
ter  they  butchered  those  21  Christians.* 

The  Islamic  terror  group  ISIS,  in  a 
Feb.  16  video  tided,  A  Mesiuiae  Signed 
with  Blood  to  -the  Nation  of  the  Cross, 
beheaded  a  group  qi  Egyptian  Coptic 
Christians  working  in  Ub^,  and  said 
thfy  intend  to  conquer  Rome  next. 

’'While  Rome  may  be  their  next  stop, 
1  guarahtee  you  it  won’t  be  their  final 


PASTOR  ROBERT  JEFFRESS 
FOX  NEWS  CONTRIBUTOR 


Stop,*  Jeffress  said.  “They’re  coming  af¬ 
ter  every  one  of  us  as  weU  if  we  don’t 
stop  them  now.* 

O'Reilty  said  Obama  seems  to  be 
downplaying  the  threat  of  ISIS  to  the 
United  Spates.  He  asked  Jeffress  to  sur¬ 
mise  why.  * 

“I  think  part  of  it  is  the  influence  of 
Islam  on  his  own  life,*  Jeffress  said. 
*He  sees  radical  Islam  as  a  tiny  minor¬ 
ity,  and  while  that’s  true,  a  powerful  mi¬ 
nority  is  much  more  potent  than  a  pas¬ 
sive  majority.* 

Rather  than  acknowledging  that 
ISIS  is  a  branch  of  Islam,  Obama 
seems  to  hope  that  if  he  ignores  or 
contains  the  threat  it  %ri11  go  away. 


Jeffi-ess  said.  “This  is  not  going  away,” 
he  pointed  out. 

Jeffress  said  he  believes  in  the 
prophecies  of  the  Bible,  ’that  things  are 
going  to  get  worse  before  the  Lord  re¬ 
turns,  but  that  is  no  excuse  for  fatalism, 
and  1  believe  that  Christians  ought  to 
be  on  the  forefront  of  fighting  this  evil, 
and  this  is  unmitigated  evil  —  burning 
people  alive." 

Another  video  released  earlier  by 
ISIS  shows  the  burning  alive  of  a  caged 
Jordanian  pilot  who  was  captured  after 
his  fighter  Jet  went  down  over  ISIS  ter¬ 
ritory.  There  are  also  reports  that  ISIS 
has  burned  alive  dozens  of  Christians. 

Jeffress  called  on  Christians  every¬ 


where  to  “demand  that  this  president 
do  whatever  is  necessary  —  including 
boots  on  the  ground  ~  to  eradicate  this 
cancer  of  ISIS  and  radical  Islam  before 
it  destroys  us." 

O’Reilly  noted  that  Obama,  in  a 
statement  condemning  the  beheadifijgs, 
referred  to  the  victims  only  as  Egyptian 
citizens  rather  than  acknowledging  that 
Muslims  brutalized  Christians.  “These 
weren’t  activists  or  soldiers  or  anything 
like  that,*  O’Reilly  said  of  the  Christians. 
“They  were  poor  people  who  went  from 
Egypt  to  Libya  to  tir  to  make  a  buck  for 
their  family,  and  [ISIS]  rounded  them 
up  and  they  cut  their  heads  off.* 

Also  appearing  on  the  show  was 
Gerald  Murray  of  Holy  Family  Catho¬ 
lic  Church  in  New  York,  who  said  Pope 
Francis  “will  continue  to  say  that  tne 
West  has  a  duty  to  protect  the  innocent 
and  fight  this.” 

O’Reilly  lamented  a  lack  of  moral 
leadership  regarding  ISIS.  “A  cohesive 
moral  leader^ip  does  not  exist  on  this 
earth,*  he  said.  Reiterating  Jeffress’ 
call  for  Christians  to  demand  action, 
O’Reilly  said,  “I  think  all  Christians, 
Jews,  and  secularists  who  love  their 
country  and  want  to  protect  humanity 
should  email  and  call  the  White  House 
and  say,  ‘Enough.’* 

O’Reilly  also  called  on  "every  pas¬ 
tor,  every  priest,  every  rabbi  ana  every' 
imam"  in  the  country  to  address  the 
matter  with  their  congregations  by  say¬ 
ing,  "We  people  of  good  faith  have  to 
ten  our  leader  to  get  in  gear." 


Baptist  lead^s  pray  for  terrorists’  defeat,  salvation 


NASHVILLE  (BPl  Prayera  fi^th  know  any  of  them  individually  and  do 
the  defeat  of  and  salvation  fdi^Mnie  not  know  their  hearts,  they  were  »lf- 
SUte  terrorists  are  not  contradictory,  proclaimed  citizens  of  the  Kingdom 
Southern  Baptists’  lead  ethicist  says.  and  followers  of  Christ. 

Christians  should  “pray  for  the  "It  is  my  prayer  that  Christ  stood 
Gospel  to  go  forward,  and  that  there  to  welcome  them  into  the  Kingdom 
might  be  a  new  Saul  of  Tarsus  turned  as  He  ^d  for  the  martyr  Stephen, 
away  from  murdering  to  Gospel  wit-  Page  said,  referencing  the  early  Chns- 
ness,*  wrote  Russell  Moore,  presi-  tian  whose  stoning  death  is  recorded 
dent  of  the  Ethics  A  Religious  Liberty  in  Acts  7.  ^  ^  .  . 

Commission  in  Nashville,  in  a  Feb.  lo  Rdnnie  Floyd,  president  of  the 
blog  post.  “At  the  same  time,  we  ought  Southern  Baptist  Convention  and  se- 
to  pray,  with  the  martyrs  in  beav-  nior  pastor  of  Cross  Church  in  north- 
en,  for  justice  against  those  wbo  do  west  Arkansas,  offered  a  two-fold  ap- 
such  vrickedness?  proach  to  IsUmic  terrorism. 

Moore’s  comments  came  three  days  "Unquestionably  and  undeniably, 
after  the  release  of  a  video  showing  the  No.  1  need  and  the  No.  i  hope 
the  apparent  beheadings  of  2t  Egyp-  in  this  world  is  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
tisn  CopUb  Christians  in  Libya  hy  Christ,"  Floyd  said  Feb.  16  in  address- 
members  ol  the  IsUmic  SUte.  ing  the  semi-annual  SBC  Executive 

Text  that  accompanied  the  video  is  Committee  meeting,  "and  our  No.  1 
addressed  to  “The  people  of  the  cross,  goal  that  should  never  ever  l»e  corn- 
followers  of  the  hostile  Egyptian  promised  is  to  i^^rate  and  push 
chur^,*  accoitiUng  to  news  reports.  back  the  lostness  in  this  world. 

Prayers  for  both  the  defeat  of  such  “SimulUneously,  we  must  speak  for 
enemies  and  their  conversion  to  those  who  are  unable  to  speak  up  for 
Christ  “are  not  contradictory  prayers  themselves  tonight." 
because  salvation  doesn’t  mean  turn-  Southern  Baptists  need  to  stand 
ing  an  eye  away  from  justice,"  he  said,  for  the  children,  the  women  and  the 
"We  can  pray  for  Gospel  rootedness  in  men  who  are  being  brotalized  and 
the  Middle  East,  and  we  can  pray  to  abused  and  murdered  globally,  all  in 
light  up  their  world  like  the  Fourth  of  the  name  of  religion,  and  they  need 
July,  at  the  same  time  *  to  challenge  America  sjeaders  alw  to 

Frank  S.  Page,  president  of  the  sUnd  for  the  vi^ms,  Floyd  said.  We 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  Execu-  need  to  champion,  as  Southern  Bap- 
tive  Committee  in  Nashville,  said  in  tisU,  religious  liberty  globally, 
comments  for  Baptist  Press,  "It  has  He  urged  l^ecutive  Committee 
been  said  that  those  who  vrere  cxecut-  members  to  call  on  their  churches 
ed  by  (the  Islamic  State]  were  citizens  "to  join  in  this  valiant  effort  of  deep 
of  Egypt.  While  I  certainly  did  not  prayer  for  men  and  women  and  chil- 


*Iln  this  case,  Christians]  not  only  have  the  convnon 
grace  standing  of  caring  about  stopping  murder  and  iniiistice, 
rooted  in  the  image  of  God  aixl  the  law  written  on  the  heart, 
we  also  have  the  personal  implication  here.  It's  our  household 
being  wiped  out  in  the  Middle  East,  the  very  place  where  our 
church  started.  For  us,  this  isn't  a  matter  of  they:'  it's  a  matter 

of  'us." 

RusmII  Moor# 

presMem  of  the  Ethkra  ft  IMigious  Liborty  Commission 


dren  who  are  being  abused  and  mur-  Moore  said.  "The  Gospel  points  us  to 
der^  in  all  kinds  of  ways."  the  cross  where  sin  is  absorbed  in  a 

In  his  blog  post,  Moore  said  Chris-  substitute.  God’s  righteous  condem 
tians  feel  prayer  for  the  defeat  of  the  nation  of  sin  is  there.  He  does  not,  and 
Islamic  State  and  for  the  salvation  of  cannot,  enable  wickedness.  And  God’s 
its  members  is  contradictory  primar-  mercy  is  there  in  that  he  is  the  One 
ily  because  “we  sometimes  forget  that  vriio  sends  his  Son  as  the  propitiation 
we  are  called  to  be  a  people  of  both  for  sin. 

justice  and  justification,  and  that  “The  Gospel  docsn  t  leave  sin  un- 
these  two  are  not  contradictory."  punished.  Every  sin  is  punished,  either 

The  Islamic  State  “is  raping,  casUv-  at  the  Place  of  the  Skull,  in  Christ,  or 
ing,  Sheading,  crucifying  our  bfxithers  in  the  judgment  of  hell,  on  one’s  own 
and  sisters  in  Christ,  as  well  as  other  In  this  esse,  Christians  “not  only 
innocent  people,"  he  wrote.  “To  not  have  the  common  grace  standing  of 
pray  for  swift  action  against  them  is  caring  about  stopping  murder  and 
to  not  care  about  what  Jesus  said  we  injustice,  rooted  in  the  imap  of  God 
should  seek,  what  we  should  hunger  and  the  law  written  on  the  heart,  he 
and  thirst  for,  for  justice.  A  world  in  wrote.  "We  also  have  the  personal  im- 
which  murderous  gangs  commit  geno-  plication  here.  It’s  our  household  Ih*- 
cide  without  penalty  is  not  a  ‘merciful’  ing  wiped  out  in  the  Middle  East,  the 
world  but  an  unjust  horror  show.”  very  place  where  our  church  started. 

The  Gospel  of  Jesus  "does  not  say.  For  us,  this  isn’t  a  matter  of ’they;’  it’s 
‘Don’t  worry  about  it;  it's  okay,’"  a  matter  of ‘us.’* 
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COMING  DUE? 


life,  to  CO  out  of  your  wav,  to  do  the 
unusual,  the  abnormal,  the  above  and 
beyond,  the  God  guided  thing  to  bless 
someone  else.  Now  you  may  he  able  to 
do  that  before  da^reak  even  comes. 

A  final  state  U  the  Contentment 
state.  You  can  travel  across  the  Unit- 


^  ed  States  and  not  fiiid  a  state  Where 
wu  can  be  right  where  you  are  and 
find  it  in  ^ur  own  heart.  It  was  actu¬ 
ally  that  that  Paul  was  talking  al^ut 
vmn  be  said,  *for  1  have  learnea,  in 
whatsoever  state  1  am,  therewith  to  be 
content”  (Phil.  4-tt)*  It  is  a  wonder¬ 
ful  and  amazing  place  to  be  content 
with  who  you  are,  what  3fou  have,  what 
you*ve  done  and  wfaai  you  olan  to  do. 
Sadlyf  so  few  people  are  able  to  find 
this  state. 

A  neat  old  preacher  of  years  gone 
by  tells  of  his  seminary  days  decades 
ago.  When  he  had  the  opportunity 
to  go  and  be  pastor  of  a  little  country 
church  out  in  a  rural  area  be  would 
travel  there  from  his  semmaiy  post 
each  weekend  and  stay  with  an  old 
farm  couple  that  welcomed  him  into 
their  home.  They  were  wonderful 
,  pec^de  but  vrith  very  limited  earthly 
resources  and  when  he  went  to  stay 
with  him,  tl^  told  him,  This  is  your 
room.  You  just  come  and  make  your- 
motW  respon<led  and  said,  “Well,  self  at  home.”  Ai^  this  is  what  they 
happiness  is  a  choice  and  I  choose  to  then  instructed  him,  ”One,  if  there  s 

. *  *  ”  something  you  need, Just  get  up  and 

get  it.  Whatever  we  have  IS  vours.  But 
secondly,  if  you  need  sometning  and 
you  can  t  find  it,  %yel],  just  call  us  and 
we  will  help  you  find  it.”  But  the  most 
important  tmng  they  told  him  was 
third.  ”lf  you  need  something  and  you 
edn’t  find  It  and  vre  don't  have  H,  we 
vfill  help  you  learn  to  live  vrithout  it." 

In  a  world  of  instant  and  total  grati¬ 
fication  of  everything  we  %irant  or  need, 
h  ia  a  lesson  that  has  been  forgotten 
that  you  can  be  content  urith  less  or 
even  with  nothing  and  God  can  bless 
you  and  use  wu.  What  tete  are  you 
living  in?  Oh,  I'm  not  talking  about 
Mississippi  or  South  Carolina;  I'm 
talking  about  a  state  of  being  that  God 
%yants  to  come  and  enter  into  in  our 
lives  and  bless  us  all  through  the  jour¬ 
ney  of  life  even  into  the  agmg  process. 
Trust  Him. 


“The  Best  and  Worst 
States  to  Live  in  When 
You  Get  Old” 


said  the  best  place  and  the  worst  plaee  respect  of  want:  for  1  have  learned,  in  just  love  it.”  To  which  the  daughter 
to  live  if  you  were  growing  old.  Utah...  whatsoever  state  1  am,  therewith  to  be  re^nded,  “Well,  Mother,  we  haven't 
Utah  ia  supposed  to  be  the  best  place.  content”  (Phil.  4:11).  Of  course  he  was  even  gone  to  sm  it  yet.”  “Well,  I  know. 
The  worst  place?  Well,  I  absolutely  not  referring  to  one  of  the  ^  United  but  I  Just  kw  it.  I  lust  know  I  do.” 

don't  understand  it,  but  they  said  it  States,  but  he  was  talking  about  a  state  And  she  said,  “Well,  you  haven’t  seen 

was  Mississippi.  of  being  and  when  you  in  that  state  it  How  could  you  love  it?”  And  the 

1  agree  %ritli  the  person  who  said  to  of  being  that  he  was  talking  about,  you  mother  responded  and  said,  “Well, 
me,  “It  %von]d  probably  be  better  to  live  can  be  young  or  you  can  be  old  and  it  happiness  is  a  choice  and  I  choose  to 
hS years  in  Mississippi  than  to  live  150  will  be  a  wonderriil  place  to  Kve.  love  it  so  that  1  vrill  be  happy.”  For 

in  Utah.”  I’m  not  pa^ng  on  Utah,  This  is  an  AxrcMble  state.  It  is  many  that  may  be  a  stret^,  but  in 

just  saying  that  it  may  be  that  people  amazing  how  being  agreeable  in  life  all  r^ity,  approaching  life  with  that 

in  their  508  and  6O8  just  think  it’s  oeen  can  change  the  atmosphere  where  you  spirit  and  being  agreeable  to  what  is 

s  150  years.  I’m  not  mad  at  the  people  live,  but  on  the  other  hand  at  times,  happening  in  life  even  as  you  grow 

who  made  the  list;  I’m  just  amazed  at  we  may  all  want  to  lean  toward  being  older  is  a  blessed  thing.  It's  an  incred- 
how  they  came  up  ivith  the  mtem  of  disagrmble.  Some  people  more  than  ible  experience  and  being  agre^ble  is 

choosing  and  how  they  could  rank  Mis-  othm  are  disagreeable.  In  fact,  some  astatein  which  you  can  bring  joy  to  a 

sissippibehind  so  many  states  as  the  people  arc  disagreeable  so  much  that  lot  of  people. 

vforst  place  to  live  when  you're  grow-  they  think  that  God  has  given  them  It  is  also  a  Blessing  state.  How 

Ingoli.  How  could  Miamssippi  come  a  spiritual  gift  of  being  disagreeable.  is  that  so?  WeD,  if  and  when  and 

N<a  iiA  betog  disaipreeable  oiake  ivfaere  and  how  you  get  to  the  atata  of 

bone  cninlng  cola  winters  or  Arizona  yotur  life  miserable,  it  %<ail,  to  extents  life  where  you  spena  more  time  trying 

with  Its  tgo  degree  summer  dajrs?  I  far  bejrond  ytnu  imagination  even  to  to  bless  otners  than  to  get  blessings  in 

can  pick  out  sevenU  more  states  that  I  comprehend,  make  everybody  else’s  your  own  life,  you  will  have  arrived, 

think  would  come  in  behind  Mimiasip-  life  miserable,  living  in  the  agreeable  You  %rill  both  be  receiving  blessings 

Si,  but  Ill  iust  stop  there  and  say  that  I  zone  of  life  can  lead  to  great  delict.  and  giving  blessings  and  that  ia  a  glori- 

on  t  think  that  %ve  rate  number  I  so  often  think  about  the  lady  who  ous  experience  in  life.  If  you  want  to 

But  as  you  think  about  growing  oM  Kving  alone  was  about  to  that  stage  live  in  thia  state  of  blessing  vrhether 

and  what  state  you  would  Tike  to  be  in,  and  age  in  life  where  she  needed  some  youiw  or  old  or  aging,  you  will  be 

inc  suggest  to  you  the  best  state  of  aasiatance  and  her  daughter  vranted  required  to  ea^^y  set  out  to  look 

all  whether  you’re  young  or  old  to  live  to  take  her  to  show  her  some  assisted  for  at  least  one  person  you  can  bless 

in.  Just  so  you  %rill  frilly  understand,  living  arrangements.  She  went  to  pick  that  day.  It  doesn^  have  to  be  a  big 

1^  me  nve^  a  verse  of  Scripture  up  her  mother  and  before  they  left  thing.  It  doesn’t  have  to  be  someone 

that  Ulks  about  this  state  that  you  can  her  house  to  go  and  look  at  this  liv-  you  know,  but  to  bless  someboc^  else’a 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  M>ewBfhi  CHunli.  Uurak  6<)opjiL;PhaGfiMon.ffieak- 
Homecomij^  Mar.  1;  aenriee,  er,  Dwayne  Conlaa  and  Kenny 
10:30  a.m.,  fmtowed  by  lunch;  Wiffiamai,  Sootty  the 

Wayne  DuBoae,  speal^,  Ken  puppet  idWBO  be  mak^ap- 
Cnbepper,  music. 

Chmdh.  -emr - 

Mae^  a  4;  Smt.,  11  ififii  spnhfewafy,  liv.  1; 
M.and6|Uii.;MoiL-Wed.,  iiii|^iiajn^41|^brlH^ 
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Design  A  Imcgntion  of  pTofesskmai  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighring 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Cquipcneni  sales,  service  and  imiaUation 
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“I  ;ini  tiu  tiillU  <»l  "Ol  id, 
i  -  t  r  lolloxN^  int  uill  n»d  xx.dk 
in  d;ii  kii»  s-  Imi!  \xill  h;iM  llu 
lililil  o|  lili  .  “  lohii  S;  I  2> 


,n|)i>  s\\A\\  [\\y  lollouiii"  pr.iMf 
\%ilh  (.od  in  \inir  own  xxoniNi 


II.  Lord.  I  .idiiiit  th«it  I  luid  >oii. 

'  I  h.ix  1  sinn*  d.i 

2.  I  x'.inl  lor"i>  i  n»  ss  r»»r  iun  sins 
.ind  t  r*  idoin  t  roin  i  U  i‘n;il 
di  ;iUi.  '  I  I  *  pull. » 

3.  I  iK  lii  Xi  It  SUN  difd  iind  rosi 
Irum  llu’ 

;ind  !o  rt  slori-  in>  rilatinnship 
with  xini.  'I  hrliixi  in  .liMis.i 

4.  Ux  (iiilli.  I  in'ili  Kmis  (  hi  isl 
iitln  inx  lifi  .  I  rom  lliis  linu  on. 
!  xxanl  lo  liw  in  a  loxinii  rvlalioiisliip 
XX  iih  Mini.  <  I  n  i  i  ix  i  (  hrist  as 
III X  Sa  X  ioi  a nd  1  ol  d .  > 


lUil  as  luaiix  as  rictixcd  him.  lo  tin  in  hi  uaxi 
llu*  riuht  lo  lu-nmiv  children  ol  (iod.  ex  i  n  lo 
those  XX ho  heliexe  in  his  name,  ^hdiii  1: 12» 
II  xoii  make  a  dei  isioii  lor  i  hrisi  lodax ,  lonlavl  a 
local  Soiillurii  Haplisl  ihiireh  for  spiritual  yiiidaiue. 


Stand  for  Biblical  Marriage 


Strong  opinions  exist  on  man  and  one  ufornan  before 

bow  marriage  ou^t  to  die  woiid  lliis  picture  demon^ 

be  d^ned  and  has  strates  not  only  God's  nature  but 

a  right  to  marry.  Should  mar-  also  His  desire  for  a  personal 
riage  be  redefii^  because  some  reUtionsfaip  with  aP  people, 
argue  marriage  »  a  secular*  Chas  Rcmland*  NOBTS 

80^  construct,  or  should  the  adjunct  profiwr  of  Theology 

traditional,  biblical  view  remain  and  Churai  History  and  pastor 
unchanged?  CuxTent  Mississippi  ofBovinaBapti8t*€hurch,de- 

scrito  biblical  marria^  as  being 

^^^fG^scharan^^Mture, 
aiid  gpspelm  spcdfic  vn^s. 

Goda  ebander  is  seen  in  the 
foct  that  marri^  is  an  unbreak¬ 
able  covenant  duplaying  God's 
unoonditioaid  fw  his  bride, 

the  Churdt  Gcxf  a  nathre  is  teen 
in  bow  a  man  and  a  woman 
become  one  flesh  and  in  to  doing 
embrace  their  diflerenoes  and 
rotss  in  a  siinilar  %vay  that  the 
persons  of  the  triune  God  are 
dlftrent  and  distinct  in  person 
and  role  yet  one  in  essence. 


'The  unobstructed  of  the  federal  courts 
should  not  be  taken  lightly.  It  is  one  of  the  rYK>st 
serious  threats  to  democracy  in  our  country.* 

Andy  Olpson 

MS  repmsentetiv  end  peetor  ef 
Oum  Springe  Septiet  Church 


ibers  response  Andy  Gipson,  a  “Rather,  the  Federal  Govem- 

MS  remwatative  and  pas-  merit  was  created  by  the  Consti- 

nhowbibh-  torofG^  Springs  Baptist  tutional  Convention  of  the  states 

tnteshow  Cbunch,  stated  that  the 'latest  and  the  legislative  leaden  of  the 

me  and  series  of  same-sex  marriage  states  andthose  leaden  charged 

her  groom  court  decisions  highH^ts  die  the  Federal  Govermnentivith  a 

reality  that  unelected  federal  putkular  set  of  responafoUities. 

fandiveare  courts,  not  the  oeople,  have  The  Federal  Government  was 
a  who  we  become  the  leadinapolicymak-  created  to  fill  this  role  and  that 

irtheiwme  en  in  OUT  Nation.  Ine  unob-  role,  and  the  same  Constitution- 

structed  power  of  the  federal  al  [Convention],  throi^  the  Bill 

courts  should  not  be  taken  of  Rights  affirmed  in  the  lodi 

limnmns  It  is  one  of  the  roost  ainendment  that  anything  not 

MTvikitrj;  of  serious  threats  to  democracy  listed  as  a  leatimate  function 

in  our  country.  1  continue  to  ofthe  oealm  Federal  Govem- 
n  believe  the  courts  have  over-  ment  xvas  to  be  retained  under 

stewped  their  bounds,  which  tixejuriadiction  of  the  states  or 
is  ^  d**  Supreme  the  people  ...  and  the  states  are 

"“■“w  Court  to  reapect  and  uphold  therefore  tm^ter  over  'not  the 

ageAme^-  the  rights  ofthe  people  and  other  way  around." 

the  states  to  have  made  these  This  growing  assault  on  bibli- 

critical  social  decisions.  And  caJ  marriage  ai^fomtlyprompt- 
in  Nmetn-  ^  president  makes  these  ed  the  2014  Mississippi  Bap^ 

<  court  appointments,  it  is  why  Convention  to  pass  a  leaolution 

urned  Mis-  ^  2016  presidrtitia]  elections  that  the  “union  of  one  man  and 

oendment  gQ  important  for  con-  one  xivoman  is  the  only  form  of 

LWteenth  servative  principles.*  marria^  prescribed  in  the  Bible 

s  to  remiA'e  in  response  to  recent  as  Goda  perfect  design  for  the 

ality  from  Supreme  Court  dedsi^s  family  and  as  the  illustration 

dierish  our  signaling  the>’  will  declarowate  to  humanity  of  the  rdationship 

ey  must  give  traditianal  marriage  la^  un-  between  Christ  and  the  Church 

I  wisdom.  constitutional,  theologian  R.C.  (Genesis  2:24;  Hchiws  13:4; 

>nal  bdiefe  Sproul  stated  that  “the  Federal  Ephesians  5:22-32)." 

n  citizicns  Govemment  is  the  creation  of  Rick  Lance,  executive  direc- 

dom  the  states.  The  states  are  not  sec-  tor  of  Alabama  Baptist  State 

ental  r^ts  ondary  administrative  outposts  Board  of  Missions  stated  what 

Lit  is  time  of  a  centralized  government  that  could  be  echoed  in  Mississippi., 

ts."  gave  birth  to  th^.  He  said  they  “do  not  believe 

anv  other  form  of  marriage 
is  biblically  sanctioned. . . 
Therefore,  any  church  that 
allows  staff  members  to  offici¬ 
ate  at  same-sex  ceremonies  is 
clearly  outside  biblical  teach¬ 
ings  aTOUt  marriage  and  human 
sexuality,  and  thty  demonstrate 
that  they  are  not  in  like-minded 
fellowship  or  friendly  coopera¬ 
tion  with  Alabama  Biaptists  and 
Southern  Baptists." 

Regardless  of  what  the  world 
decides,  the  Gospel  remains  un¬ 
changed  and  we  are  to  pirodaim 
it  vxitn  jo>  and  confidence. 

7he  autlutr  of  this  analy¬ 
sis,  Ri>h  Chamfers,  .sen»e.s  a.s 
amsultant  for  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Christian  Action  Com¬ 
mission.  He  exm  fi<’  (xmtacteJ  at 
0(}i-2y2-:i:iy  nhamhersia 
( 'h  ri stiunai'tu  m  ix  mi 


the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Should  Christians  be  unwav¬ 
ering  in  ffieir  stand  for  marriage 
as  God  designed  it,  or  should 
they  be  mute  on  the  issue  and 
stepaskletoaDowanunchal- 
leoged  culture  shift  to  take 
pboe?  We  should  stand. 

<3od-clesign^  marriage  is 
a  (h^naiiiic,  OKition  picture  of 
the  relationship  between  one 


NOXAFATM  BAPTttT  CHURCH  M  PART-TIM  YOUTH  IRMOTfR  NEH)eD 
S^AT^  MS  »  ACCOTHG  RE-  AT  HEW  SIOMT  BARTOT  CMU^ 
WMKfWTWtPOSITIOWOFPMTOB.  yid  «»■«!*  J»: . 

PlMM  rtial  retumM  to  ocoMitigmtot  CownMtos  S29  foiMt  Tial  NE.  Brootoiiwn, 

ri».aarofiirttoP  O  Bw25t.NoKiptotr  ^  3W01  _  ■ 

MS  3»se _  TOPEKA  MPTMT  CHURCH  »  SBaOMO 

BRST  tAPniT  CHURCH.  ELLMVkIe: 

MB  M  CURREHTLY  SEARCHWG  FOR 
A  PMtOR  TO  RU  THE  ROLE  OF 

K£YR0ARDPIAY»  OH  THE  WORSHIP  HORTH  MMONA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IH 
LEAOCRSHM  TEAM.  K  you  or  tomoone  gmONA.  MS  IS  ACCEPTING  RESUMES 
youknowtoiritorMtodntwporton.ptoM  FOR  THE  POBfTION  OF  MINISTER  OF 
ooSKt  tie  dwtA  oStoi  at  901477-3256  V  MUSIC.  Plaaaa  sand  mume  to  602  Atoerta 
auaanginSbapliBtctwrch  com  OaatRns  tor  Qnvt.  Wtoona.  MS  36967  or  emal  to 

agplyaxgia  Friday  Fabruary  27.2015  nwtocadmoMoagaa  nat  _ _ 

BHMY  /  GROVE  BAPTMT  CHURCH  BETHEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  A  SMAU 
LUCEOALE.  ms  IS  ACCEPTMG  RE'  COUNTRY  CHURCH  BETWEEN  DREW 
SUmSfOR  the  POSmOR  of  YOUTH  AND  RULEVIUE.  WSS  IS  ACCEPTING 
MIRBlbl.  PlaaaaiNtoraauniasto  Vouto  RESUMES  FOR  THE  POSmON  OF  Bt- 
SawxttComiNtoa  14146  Hl^iwar  26  Wnt  VOCATIONAL  PASTOR  N  1  Aprs  2015 
MS  39452  or  arrwl  shadygrove-  Ptoase  sarto  rasortias  to  PO  Bor  249  Oavv 
boptMatwasouto  nat  Miss  38737 
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Just  ior  the  Record 


UEFLOHE  CHUitCH,  NOLCOMS.  held  a  deacon  ordination 
Feb.  8  for  Archie  Jeffiey  Oavea.  He  it  shown  with  his  wife 
Victoria  Smith  Daves,  oldest  son  *AJT  Sara  Beth  Daves,  and 
Landon  Daves. 


HOUMESVULUE  CHURCH.  PIKE  ASSOCIATION,  is  beginning  construction  on  a  new 
fellowship  hall.  Shown  are  Jimmy  Tucker.  Wade  Guy.  Richard  Bennett.  David  Creel,  Walter 
Martin,  and  pastor  Lee  Mathis. 


STBELi  CHURCH,  SCOTT  ASSOCIATION,  recently  lecog^ 
ni||dS|SSnttm  lor  IKeirseivioa.  Shown  are  Barry  8harp.'R>m 
MPIIpHPaiasy  SmMh.  NSMKWbrren,  endICeHd  Sharp. 


The  PRENTISS  COUNTY  ASSOCIATION  held  their  annual . 
rally  Jan.  25  at  Mt.  Olive  Church,  Baldwyn.  The  churches  gath¬ 
ered  with  a  combined  choir  of  GO.  Kenneth  Leslie  led  worship, 
and  Tommy  Vinson  brought  the  message. 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  SH.VER  CREEK  AND  ARM 
CHURCH.  ARM.  came  together  to  present  The  Rrst  Noel 
ChHslfnes  cantata  in  Oaosmber.  -nmir 

Undo  fVfIcins.  lelt.  WMU  direo- 
tor,  CARROLLTON  CHURCH. 

CARROLLTON,  racogniaed  the 
youngest  Mission  Fria^  mem¬ 
ber.  J^lea  Houston,  center,  and 
eldeet  Women  on  Mission  mem¬ 
ber.  Eetelle  Cooper,  right  during 
nKKning  worship  Feb.  15. 

In  other  Church  News: 

>  Buntwr  HH  Church.  QphMn- 

bla.wi]]boftSqiiifePanoosuioofi- 
certMar.tGpjn. 

>  Easrgmen  Church.  Shubuta. 
wifi  boat  the  Dixie  Echoes  bn  ooncert 
Mar.  1 5  P-ni.  Love  ofiieniig. 

>  Longino  Church.  Phlladal 
phi^is  hosting  Harvest  Night  with  The  children  of  RAYMOND  ROAD  CHURCH.  JACKSON. 

*;7P:5-**'**°^  participwwl  in  CMD2016.Thevl«ked  cookie*  and  took 

"***■  to  tocelbu*ineeee«.They*ieo  pul  toflether  treat  bags 
DanUnier.ipeaker.  for  e  »helter  and  prepared  homeiee*  kit* 


CALVARY  CHURCH.  OREENIMOOO.  had  their  Chrietme* 
program  Dec.  14.  The  manger  scene  characters  were  Pet  Ellett, 
Brad  Sherrer.  Abby  Ctert.  Jemie  Lynn  Turner.  Dylan  Turner. 
Mac  McLellen.  and  Parker  Mays. 


had  a  commiaaioning  aarvica  for  their  Sunday 
School  taachar*.  Sunday  School  director*  araTorty  and  Vickie  Sharp;  Cheater  Carliala,  pa*tor 
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Analysis:  Top  Oscar  movies  aim  at  baser  instincts 


By  Phil  Boatwright 
Corrstpondem 

IV  enjnyab^  tuned  in  to  the 
sinoetfaei 


tdecasts  since 
thatlprcfened 
the  days  when  die 
Oscv  telecasts  were 
hosted  by  men 
weren\  married 
to  other  men  or 
waDc^  on  stage 
wearing  only  socks, 
shoes,  and  under¬ 
wear,  when  musical 
divas  weren't  plas¬ 
tered  with  tattoos; 
and  when  at  least 


age  of  12.  loonfess 


B0AT¥VR|QHT 


one  winner  looked  up  and  thanked 


I  dc^  think  the  technical  and  ardstir 
qu^te  of  ^  year's  nominees  can 
oe  debated,  but  whatever  positive 
rocssages  may  be  found  in  this  year's 
Ospr  choioes,  most  of  them  are  \ 
^pM  fay  extreme  content  More  ( 
than  half  of  the  Best  Picture 
iwmmees  were  rated  R.  The  rest  prob¬ 
ably  deserved  to  be.  - 

At  some  point,  content  has  become 
M  uifluentia]  on  the  cuhiue  as  a  mov¬ 
ie's  artistic  merits,  litovies  are  mcxlern 

man's  medkim  for  idatii^  parables  to 
the  masses,  but  let's  fooe  it  -  movies 
are  most  often  not  made  to  nurture  the 

society  we  five  in.  Rather,  they  aim  at 
our  baaer  instincts. 

Sadb,  films  that  uplift  the  spirit  are 
^  and  for  between.  Indeed,  many  of 
this  year's  film  nominees  seem  to  not 
just  reflftR  our  nation's  deraying  mo^ 
standards,  but  foster  them  as  wdL 
The  naotkm  picture  is  an  art  fonn.  It 
folkwra  then  that  the  lit  of  storytrifing 
tt  most  cfisctive  not  juat  whep  ft  shows 
who  we  are,  but  when  it  si^gests  what 


vrc  uui  become.  Whatever  Hollywood 
vrants  us  to  become,  the  industry  as 
a  whole  seems  detennined  that  we 
achieve  this  goal  withoift  oenterifK  God 
and  Christ  in  an  that  we  do. 

Now,  if  that  sounds  a  bit  pious  or 
judgmental,  let  me  ask, '^Vhich  films 
nominated  for  Best  Picture  refrained 
frum  the  profime  use  of  our  Qneator's 
namer  None  that  I  saw.  On  the  whole, 
greatest  Creator  is  not  reverenced 
by  Hollywood. 

The  Oscar  jadmot  winners  are 
among  afi  of  us  who  should  be  grate¬ 
ful  to  God.  Instead,  they  made  sure  to 
»how  gratitude  to  their  iynts  and  their 
children.  One  guy  even  thanked  his 
^ - ^  - .  .. 


- ^  don't  mean  this  as  hostil- 

^  to  the  Rnks  who  make  up  the  movie 
industry .  There  are  many  veiy  good 
show  businesB  folk  woii^  to  make 
best  proc^  they  can,  and  there  are 
thoae  in  that  industry  who  truly  %vi^  to 
better  our  worid.  Rather,  this  piece  k 
meant  to  reflect  on  the  values  of  those 
of  us  who  represent  Jesus. 


Wl^  is  it  we  support  films  that 
ridkukbibficalteaaiiiigsorblas- 
pbeme  our  Oeator?  Why  are  we 
led  by  a  medium  so  focu^  on 
evmthing  but  spiritual  truth? 

Every  time  we  search  for  a 


In  addition  to  writingjbr 
Baptist  Pr^Boatwri^ 
'wieu^/Hriis Jbr  preweujonfine. 
organaisareguiaroontri^^ 
to  The  WoHd  mui  Everydtmg 
In  It,  a  weekly  radio  pro- 
gramfrom  WORLDNews 
Grow).  He  is  a  Southern 

** — f _ ^ 


JOaks,Ca.His 
cmimtentary,  edited  for 
'  ,  appeers  courtesy 


Thi  I  Itimate  Church  Cookbook 


dgfcft  Siffen  fo  the  iihlwgii 
church  cookbook,  thcmcasii^  favorite  icc^ica 
firam  Bqxiat  chuichea  aooM  the  itate.  Your 
church  be  featured  with  a  fuD-color  photo 
and  detailed  profikletringcveiyooe  know  what 
makes  four  dutreh  spedal 

Mote  than  a  cookbook,  Mississ^  Ckurefi  Scfpcn 
ia  abo  the  ultiinare  cookbook  fundraiaer.  No 
Kiting  stuck  with  hundreds  of  left'Over  books 
because  you  had  to  print  thousands  to  get  a  good 
price.  Sdl  just  100  copies  and  make  more  than 
$1000  for  your  church. 

If  you  arc  the  WMU  Director,  Women's 
Director,  Youth  Leader,  Pastor,  or  anyone 
who  wants  to  cam  money  for  your  church's 
programs  (and  profile  your  church  in  a 
state-wide  coolcbcxik),  call  today. 

l'888-854'5954 

www.MSChurchSuppers.com 


‘Fifty  Shades’  fading,  but  total 
receipts  remain  astronomical 


NASHtlf  IBP  and  loMl  m- 
porta)  -  PWy  Sbada  of  Grey 
phiranieled  7^  at  the  box 
m  ite  seoood  weekeraL  as  critio 
pwsdteted,  bat  sMMd  llw top 
in  WBekend  movie  aafoi  at 
kaumiHian. 

The  drop  is  the  seooad-biggest 
decline  ever  for  a  movie  piayii^  at 
over  3,100  dnemas,  the  ^  Of- 
;  fioe  Mejo  movie  monitoring  ser- 
I  vice  repotted 

'The  movie  topped  $85  million 
in  its  (^wntiM;  four-dav  weekend 
beginniiw  Feb  12,  and  has  eained 
ne^  $130  million  domesti- 
cafiy  to  date,  Ben  Office  Mojo  re¬ 
potted  Feb  24.  Combined  v  idi 
heavy  international  box  office 
appeal,  the  movie  has  eroased 
neiuty  $410,000,000  to  date  on 
a  productioo  buqget  estimated  at 
$40,000,000. 

liie  movie’s  strong  opening 
was  pertly  attiibuted  to  its  Valen¬ 
tine's  we»end  premiere,  and  was 
not  predicSed  fo  hold  Addition¬ 
ally,  the  movie  received  poor  re¬ 
views,  including  25%  on  the  Rot¬ 
ten  Tomatoes  totnatotneter*  and 
a  from  CineroaSoore , 

Many  Southern  Bapt^' 
have  described  the  movie  8spor- 
nography  and  encouraged  Chris¬ 
tians  to  avoid  it 

The  book  series  by  British  au¬ 
thor  E.L  James,  upon  which  the 
ihovie  is  based  exploited  female 
readers'  fondness  for  romance 
novels  and  then  shifted  the  fo¬ 
cus  to  poroomphy,  R.  Albert 
Mohler,  president  of  Southern 
Seminary  in  Louisville.  Ky.,  wrote 
at  AlhertMohler.com. 

“Wlule  many  had  noted  the 
attraction  of  so-called  'romance 
novels’  to  many  women,  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Fifty  Shades  series  an¬ 
nounced  that  tne  culture  at  large 


FIFTY  SHADES  —  Jamie  Ooman  (left)  and  Dakota  Johnson 
star  in  the  c^rovertial  motion  picture  currently  In  internation¬ 
al  release.  Fifty  Shades  of  Grey.  (Photo  attribution  unavailable) 


.  to  shift  to  %vhat  can  only 
be  described  as  explicitly  porno¬ 
graphic,*  Mohler  said 

Furthermore,  the  plot  fine  of 
the  series,  now  ^te  wefl  known 
in  the  lar^  sodky,  is  devoted  to 
forms  of  wxuality  that  had  his¬ 
torically  been  demied  as  perverse 
and  abusive. 

“Tkiing  to  see  [the  movie]  or 
reading  me  book  series  is  an  ex- 
erdse  m  pornographic  intent  and 
effect  It  is  also  an  act  of  defiance 
a^nst  the  goodness  of  the 
of  sex  as  panted  to  humanity  m 
God.  Furtnennore,  the  series  is  an 
assault  upon  the  dignity  of  every 
human  bkng." 

Jod  Owen,  lead  p^or  of  Grace 
FeOowship  thurch  in  Kingsport, 
Th.,  in  a  commentary  .submitted 
to  Baptist  Press  described  the  de¬ 
pravity  of  the  relationship  between 
the  iead  characters  in  the  nKAie. 

“Christian  aixl  .secular  reviews 
alike  ^iescribe  the  ‘relationship' 
not  as  exciting,  but  abusive,”  CK%^ 
wrote. ‘There  are  traits  like  posses¬ 
siveness,  stalking,  high  pressure  to 


etc.,  and  none  efitisde- 
tD  be  king  term  in  nature.” 
Evangelical  bloggier  Samuel 
Janies  niked  even  the  movie’s  lead 
actors  themselves--- Jariiie  Dornan 
and  Dakota  Johnson  —  seemed  to 
be  ashamed  of  their  roles,  judgirtt 
by  an  mtefview  duririg  the  tiiovie  s 
publicity  tour.  To  me,  both  Dor- 
nan  and  Johnson  sound  like  ac¬ 
tors  who  dreph  regret  signing  on 
to  make  this  film,”  Samud  James 
bioued  at  petheo6.oom. 

5i?lf-loathing  is  a  prominent 
feature  of  p::kiopBphy.  Pom 
demands  Justification  biit  never 
rewards  tlxise  efforts  with  peace 
That  may  or  may  not  be  what 
these  actors  are  feeling,  but  to 
be  honest,  I  hope  it  Ls,  Samuel 
.James  wrote.  “If  two  attractive, 
wealthy  profiteers  of  pom  were  to 
be  traaspaient  about  the  starring 
tffects  of  participating  in  it.  many 
who  are  trapped  at  Kn>s  s  altar 
midget  cxxirage  to  flee. 

The  Cross  of  .Jesus  us  proof 
that  (kid  loves  to  turn  the  dark¬ 
ness  agaiast  itself" 
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Lawsuit  outcome  still  unclear  after  Houston  verdict 


HOUSTON,  Tixat  (BP)  - 
In  a  Feb,  13  verdict  that  left 
both  sides  daiming  victory^  a 
Houston, -Texas,  jury  handed 
down  a  dedsioD  in  a  lawsuit 
against  the  ci\y  and  admin* 
istraton  for  their  dismissal 
of  a  petition  a  coalition  of 
pastors  and  civic  leaders  op¬ 
posed  to  the  city* s  Equal 
Ri^^ts  Ordinance. 

.  ^oogh  the  jury,  in  a  10-2 
verdict,  found  nearly  2,500 
forgeries  among  the  54,000 
voter  signatures,  the^  dis¬ 
missed  the  dty’s  allegations  of 
fraud.  With  no  definitive  win¬ 
ner  revealed  ^  the  verdict, 
the  decision  will  not  be  final¬ 
ized  until  152nd  District  Court 
Judge  Robert  Schaffer  issues 
his judgpient. 

FoBowing  the  verdict,  lead 
defense  attorney  Geoffr^  Har¬ 
rison  claimed  the  verdict  as  a 
win  for  the  defense  and  An- 
nise  Parker,  Houston's  lesbian 
mayor  .who  championed  the 
ordinance  as  a  •personal"  is¬ 
sue.  Defendants  in  the  lawsuit 
are  Parker,  former  Houston 
City  Attorney  David  Feldman, 
City  Secretary  Anna  Russell, 
and  the  City  m  Houston. 

"If  the  court’s  ruling  fol¬ 
lows  the  jury's  verdict  this 
will  be  a  complete  and  total 
vindication  for  the  dty,*  Har¬ 


rison  t(dd  reporters  following 
the  verdict,  “and  the  peti¬ 
tion,  which  we  declared  railed 
back  in  August,  will  indeed 
be  found,  judidally,  to  have 
failed  as  well." 

Andy  Taylor,  lead  attorney 
for  the  plaintiffs,  said  once 
Schaffer  and  sub^uent  ap¬ 
pellate  courts  apply  the  law 
and  ler  aJ  precedent,  any  still- 
disqualifira  voter  signatures 
coiud  be  ruled  valid,  breathing 
new  life  into  the  referendum. 

•We  are  very  exdted  the 
jury  vindicated  ua  and  found 
no  fraud,"  TiMor  said,  follow¬ 
ing  Harrispn^  remarks.  "This 
jury  waB  asked  by  this  mayor 
to  indict  these  hardworki^ 
dtizens  —  these  volunt^r  dr- 
culators  ~  on  the  basis  that 
they  committed  fraud.  The 
jury  found  13  out  13  fimcs 
no  fraud  was  committed." 

attorneys  for  both 
sides  indicated  the  case  will  be 
appealed  when  Schaffer's  rul¬ 
ing  finalizes  the  jury’s  work. 
Hie  case  Wv^'ild  then  go  to  the 
First  or  Vourtewath  District 
Court  of  /ippeuls  in  Houston. 

Taylor  said  he  will  ask  the 
court  for  an  expedited  pro¬ 
cess  in  order  to  get  the  rder- 
endum  on  the  November  bal¬ 
lot  should  his  clients  prevail 
in  court. 


PAUSING  FOR  PRAYER  -  Aa  others  made  their  way  from  a  Houston  courthouse  following 
the  ^bodfm  K  Awker verdict  on  Feb.  13,  pastors  lingered  to  prey.  Vietnamese  Church  pastor 
Khan  Huynh  (center),  one  of  the  pastors  subpoenaed  by  tho  city  during  the  lawsuit’s  Investi¬ 
gation,  the  prayer.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Southern  Baptist  TEXAN) 


With  RBBrly  100  ysars  of  sorvice  to  miiiistries  gad  indhridgils  just  like 
iw,  GuideStone  is  uniquely  qualified  to  meet  your  financial  needs.  Our  history  is  one  of  providing 
ggpenor  prodgclt  and  tgrvtcts. 


For  more  information  about  GuideStone  and  how  we  can  serve  you. 
call  1-888-96-GUIOE  or  visit  www.Gwd9St0ae.org  today 
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Witnessing  Through  Media 
set  March  20-21  in  Madison 


PKV  ZA  OZPO  NAl^LAOZ  NAIAYGAOZ 


JACKSON,  Ms.  (SpMtel)  - 

Todd  Starnes,  awaid-winninj 
host  of  FOX  News  &  Com¬ 
mentary  on  cable  television*! 
-  Fox  News 
I  Net%vork  in 
i  New  York 
^  City  and  for- 
f  mer  assod- 
I  ate  editor  of 
f  Baptist  Press 
t  in  Nash' 

I  ville,  will  be 
^  the  featured 


PPEAQ,  PKV  EPOZANAOZ  TNHYO  HKOM 


SYTA  AOANKPS:  OZPO  RMOZ  ZA  OZPO 


QMFAOZ  PKV  ZA  OZPO  NAPLAOZ  UPC 


NAXMYIA  OMEAOZAN 


ipeaker  for  STARNES 

the  Witness¬ 
ing  Through  Media  Workshops 
and  Akvs^  Banquet  Mar^ 
20-21  at  Broadmoor  Church, 
Madison. 

Starnes,  heard  daily  on 
hundreds  of  radio  stations 
around  the  nation,  also  writes 
a  column  for  FoxNews.com 
and  is  a  regular  contributor 
to  top-rated  Fox  News  Chan¬ 
nel  programs  such  as  The 
O’Reilly  Factor.  He  is  the  au¬ 
thor  of  three  books,  the  most 
recent  being  God  Less  Ameri- 


XMZK  TMHN:  OZYNOC-QYD 


ca,  a  collection  of  essays  doc¬ 
umenting  the  war  on  religious 
liberty  in  the  United  Sutes. 

A  complete  list  of  workshops 
and  scheduling  for  Witnessing 
Through  Media  can  be  accessed 
at  mbcb.org/bi 


tion,  contact  the  Communica¬ 
tions  Services  Department  at 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Boaid  at  (601)  29^- 
3378  or  toll-free  outside  Jack- 
son  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  378. 
E-mail:  jchen(@>m^b.org. 

The  Witnessing  Through 
Media  Workshops  and  Awards 
Banquet  is  sponsored  by  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptists  in  Broad¬ 
casting,  ana  is  a  ministry  of 
the  Mississippi  Cooperative 
Program. 


Clue:  N  ~  R 

«>e  fun  urith  cryptography  and  exercise  jfourKUeknowl- 

je.AKmgJames  Verskm  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
ter  substitution.  The  sanu  letter  is  substituted  dvoughout 

puzA.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 
ale:  Mark  4:20 


at  mDcb.org/business-servic- 
es/ communication-services/ 
witnessing-through-media/. 
Registration  can  be  accessed 
at  mbcb.org/event/ witnessing- 
through-media/  . 

The  deadline  to  register  is 
March  6.  For  more  informa- 


'ubmissiott  Guidelines  ^ 

The  Baptiat  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  ne^  and 
loiographs  of  apedal  mmnts  that  taka  place 


DISMISSAL 


cont.  from  p.  1 

concfomned  in  the  Bible,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  printed  version 
of  the  sermon  on  the  church’s 
%vebsite.  Freeman  %vrote  in  the 
Feb.  lo  edition  of  Weatherly 
Heights*  newsletter  that  the 
congregation’s  leaders  had 

?;iyen  him  “the  freedom  to  of- 
iciate  a  same  sex  marriage.” 

The  Alabama  Baptist  State 
Board  of  Missions  and  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
have  not  yet  taken  action  re¬ 
lated  to  Weatherly  Heights. 

Rick  Lance,  executive  di¬ 
rector  of  the  Alabama  Baptist 
State  Board  of  Missions,  told 
BP  in  a  written  statement, 
“Our  position  is  that  any 
church  that  allows  staff  mem¬ 
bers  to  perform  marriage  cer¬ 
emonies  for  same  sex  couples 
has  demonstrated  that  they 
are  no  longer  in  like-minded 
fello%v8hip  and  friendly  coop¬ 
eration  %vith  Alabama  Baptists 
and  Southern  Baptists.” 

SBC  Executive  Committee 
Executive  Vice  President  D. 
August  Boto  told  BP  regarding 
the  Huntsville  congregation, 
“Although  such  cases  are  rare, 
when  thev  have  happened,  it 
has  usually  been  the  case  that 
the  various  bodies  in  Southern 
Baptist  life  —  including  the 
association,  state  convention, 
and  SBC  —  have  viewed  the 
facts  similarly  and  have  taken 
similar  courses  of  action.  T^is 
is  because  most  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  generally  do  not  differ  on 
the  authority  of  Scripture.” 


com.  from  p  i  if"  assist..  Uilber 

said.  The  proposed  ministr 
Co.  “How  are  you  going  to  amendment  fo 

minister  to  these  miluaiy  "A**®*  attenro 

bases  overseas,  to  these  mill-  «>naiMent  language  fo 

tary  personnel  if  yoti  can’t  boards  to  be  abh 

preach?  So  these  chaplains,  globally  for  tht 

on  their 'own,  not  paid  oy  the  Commission.” 

government  but  on  their  own,  proposed  amendment 

would  plant  a  church  close  to  approved  hy  NAM  B  trust- 
that  base  so  that  they  could  February  2014.  The 

have  a  Bible-believing,  Bible-  .  ^g*o*Mtion  Manual 
preaching  church  that  our  *^uires  that  changes  to  min- 
soldiers  and  their  families  statements  of  the  SBC  s 

could  goto."  entities  be  approved  by  the 

"This  is  just  to  be  proac-  ^  a  majority  vote 

tive,"  said  Ben  Kelley,  chair-  messengers  at  an  SBC  an- 
man  of  the  EC’s  Cooperative  •^'^^1  meeting. 

Program  Committee,  in  case  President  David  Platt, 

militarv  chaplains  are  “re-  ^  *5  letter  to  EC  Presi- 

stricted  in  what  they  can  do"  Frank  Page,  reported, 

in  sharing  the  Gospel.  “The  leadership  of  IMB  gladly 

Implementation,  if  it  is  affirms  and  supports  this  rec- 
ever  needed,  can  proceed  in  ommendation,  as  a  step  to- 
cooperation  with  IMB  and  in  '^ard  further  cooperation 
matching  stateside  churches  tween  the  two  entities,  for  the 
with  potential  church  plants  sake  of  the  spread  of  the  Gos- 
near  military  installations,  throughout  the  world." 
said  Kelley,  a  healthcare  ex-  The  prooosed  NAMB  min- 
ecutive  from  Montgomery,  Al.  *stry  amendment  comes  amid 
Questions  raised  dur-  ongoing  wariness  among 
ing  the  EC  meeting  included  evangencals  of  the  military’s 
why  1MB  couldn’t  undertake  attitude  toward  religious  ex¬ 
church  plants  near  military  pression  within  its  ranks.  Af- 
bases  if  need  be.  Al  Gilbert,  ter  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
NAMB  vice  president  for  struck  down  the  Defense  of 
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A  portion  of  The  ViJiWs  Vi^  U)  alfdcdt«d 
«ach  moiTth  to  a  itst  o(  G«ft«  of  Honor  and 
Momory  Many  Qroupft  and  nKifyKiuiiib 
eloi  t  to  pay  tribute  to  others  tbrouoh  this 
sen*  -tv#?  meanmyf'jl.  and  hetpfui 
medium  Th  ^  {riaiufe  is  hopefully  de- 
.1(1-'  -.i  ’  f  '  'f  With  IwSK  and  re 


PfH— ■  fOM  Wim/lmHatmm 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  f¥ed  F.  lUibecta.  Jr. 
MEMORIALS  Mr.  Maurice  Lee  Honea  ft  Mrs. 

CaaffleHooea 


SaraOurie 
Ma.  Judy  H.  Lacy 
Mra.  Mary  Jo  Ducua 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  F.  R.  Clark 
RayDotMUe 

Mr.  ft  Mxa.  Jimmy  Jenldoa 
Mr.lobEUi^lDD 
Mr.  ft  Mia.  Jimmy  Jeakiiia 
Bobby  Ray  FaMey 
Mra.amalioeF.Mcitee 
Rabat  JoriPakky 
Mm.  Quialme  F.  McRae 
KeamalliFacbua 
Mr.  ft  Mm.  Jamea  H.  Aabmam 
Aloft  Ray  Ford 
Mr.ftMfa.JatyFbrd 
Linda  FoaMr 
daoBof  i960 
Marfarotte  Pmeman 
Clomof  i960 
Myitioe  H.  Mloo 
Mr.ftMm.Joim(Jiilia) 
Hawinfthjo 
AlaaHaB 

Mr.  ft  Mm.  Choriea  Chraotamn 
CariHaakim 
MraTamHaakiaa 
CarrfttftmnHmkini 
MroToftaHadcim 
OMloftffallMway 
€laoedfi96o 
Diafte  Hatton 
WldteamaiiC 

Mm.  ietle  Rgarman  Herrington 
Mr.ft  Mm.  Graal  M.  Fou 
Mr.  ft  Mm.  Hmmrd  Patenport 
RddieR.Van(bver 
Ratty  RVoMner 
Mm.  Vara  Harney 
Bin.  Ann  Marie,  1  eiamie  ft 
Mkhad  Loueleaa 
Virginia  Andrew!  Holman 
Ma.  Rhonda  Hohnan  Wataon 


Mr.  ft  Mra.  Don  Hooea 
D.  R  ft  Linda  Ingram 
Mr.  ft  Mta.  Lance  Newman 
Mra.  Ftonoes  Laveme  ley 
ABoiielay't  Family 
JoeL.Jacfcaan 
Mr.ft  Mra.  Jamea  R.  Dfamn 
JiftJayroe 
Mra.  Sara  CCMIlon 
Gmiw^  Ruth  ft  Johanna 
MaaaiiMak 
Ma-TkAa  Rawaon 
Anqr  JoftOi 

Mr.  ft  Mm.  Aitbur  D.  Bncnall 
Mr.MaxJftcbaim 
Mr.  ft  Mm.  Manly  Hayward 
Sidney  B.K%sre 
Mra.  Carolyn  FBgnrr 
BwaNelKirldand 
ClaaaoCi96o 
Pranena  KMdand 
Mra.OailUrUoad 
MartiaKtaMaid 
Mra.  Gad  KirUand 
Dr.  Raymond  UILoR> 

Mr.  ft  Mta.  Antbeny  TTmama 
Qwid  Wood  Lacy 
Mra.  Afttrit  Harrie 
Mr.JoftntiFebbLaftipley 
FaltkM  ft  Annie  Faari  IViyIctt 
PbftpLbday 

Mr.ft  Mca.  Dnrry C Orawell 
KayeLodlan 

Mr.  ft  Mta.  Snrney  J.  AMton 
BiRie  Jean  Logan 
Mr.ftMfa.W1IHamllea 
Fattecaon 
Gloria  Hare  Undy 
G^ltal  aty  Iftaryenias  ft 
SM«a,lnc. 


T.J.ftShi(leyHaieSr 
TJ.  ft  Jean  Hare  Jr 
Wayne  ft  Lynda  HoBtogororth 
Mike  ft  Sa^  Clark 
Mra.  Jeny  Lundy 
Ma.  Betty  M.  Fulcher-Long 
Rnthlnta 
Mr.  Freddy  Walter 
Jeanette  Mars 
Mr.  John  M.  Davie 
Ivooe  Martin 
Mr.  ft  Mm.  Hugh  Meade 
GeorieLMaeon 
Dr.  ft  Mm.  F.  Darvid  Rives 
EariMayhan 

Mr.  ft  Mra.  CharkaChreetman 
Johnny  ft  Dolt  McCaildil 
Ma.  Mary  Lon  Blair  ft  Family 
WiDiam  Harold  McCormick 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry  F.  Franklin 
JackMcGaughy 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  BiU  G.  Lambert 
Faye  Mclcit3rrr 
Mra.  Jane  Wilkioaon 
Johnnie  McKnight 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ken  Wilkineon 
Mrs.  Glenda  C  Fry 
Mrs.  Juanita  Meaders 
Mrs.  Joy  B.  Roherts 
Jewell  Merritt 
Mr.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mia.  Fmoes  Mikril  ‘ 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Robert  Alexander 
Chartes  ft  Shirley  MtOer 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  James  E.  Dixon 
Tomny  Moody 
Mr.  ft  Mn  R  N.  Humphreys* 
David  Morgan 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Brooks  H.  Polk.  Jr. 
Mr.  George  Murphy 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jay  Gone.  Ill 
Miriam  H.  Nevnnan 
Mr.ftMn  Prank  O. 
Croalhiwatl.  Jr. 

John  Paee  Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Rabat  Akscandar 
Robert  C.  fBoh)  Fahnei' Jr 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Mark  E.  Gunn 
Dot  Fite 

Cecil  ft  Pouiy  Waahington 
Donald  Fatteraon 
Ma.  IVrila  Rawaon 
Barbara  Fayne 
Mra.  GMt  Kirkland 
Rnby  Fayne 
Qaoeof  i960 
Mr.  Sam  Fayne 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Jimmy  Jenkina 
Joaephine  FettH 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Charies  Oueatman 
Mr.  MecaRth  Pieroe 
Dr.  ft  Mrs.  Robot  M.  Hanvey 
Mn  Labi  Beth  Foter 
Mia.  Jane  Harpole 
Mm.  Marsha  Kemifth 
Mr.BdIyFowaBni 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Jimmy  Jenkina 
CliaHei  Jaaon  FasaB 
Lonoft  LaWoida  Honaaond 
OmiFggh 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Robert  Alexanda 
Worne  Randan 
Clam  0^1960 
Ralph  URcevea  Sr. 

Mr.  RMph  L.  Raeves.  Jr. 

Ur.  (M)  Manricc  ReBM 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Rohaet  R  Bourae 
Mrs.  Oaaidiaf  Rmnell 
Mr  .  ft  Mn  Jimmy  Jenkina 
B«  Roller 

Mr.  ft  Mm.  Gary  T.  Woodham 
Tmriflmoer 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Barney  J.  Alninon 
LeeSenigIpt 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  James  H.  Brewer 


Mm.VlvtoaS-Jeokiiw 
HamUP.  Shefl 
Mta.  Tamara  8.  Morrimn 
Tod  Shepkerd 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Jamm  H.  Adunore 
Ernaa  Simmoiia  Jr. 


Mr.  ft  Mn.  Wayoe  lHlnian 
Betty  Saudi 

Mr.  ft  Mn  ClMriea  ChTBitinan 
Mr.ftMnOandeSmilli 
Ray  ft  Linda  CampbeO 
ThoiM  Smith 
Mn  Mary  J.  Henderaon 
Randy  Strange 
Bovina  BC 
Edna  Swearingen 
Mr.  ft  Mn  B.  A.  Anders 
ChriatophrrTayior 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Eddie  8.  Puente 
OuyTaylor 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Hubert  T.  Kendrick 
Ms.  Ireta  W.  Graham 
Peggy  Taylor 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Chailea  R  Partridge 
WUharaGuyTaykN- 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Arthur  D.  Burnett 
Mn  Dorothy  Troutman 
Ma.  Barbara  A.  Brown 
Jennie  ft  Frank  Tunicr 
Ma.  Bridget  Lee 
Ruth  H.Tiirner 
Mr.  Bobby  L  Turner 
Mn  Irene  Van  Norman 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Monie  E  Neu-lai,  Jr. 
Mn  GaO  Kiridaiid 
Mn  Joe  L  Jackeon 
Karen  Waldrop 
Mr.ftMnJoeStede 
Hi^faEllie  Walker 
Cecil  ft  Fenny  Washington 
U.  Col  jamea  Walker 
MM.JudyH.Ucy 
Mn  Becky  Wallaoe 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Steve  McMaben 
Ms.  Jenoiae  White 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Lavmlle  Masaey 
Wilma  White 
MnCa9  Kirkland 
Rnberl  Whittington 
Ctaasof  i960 
Shane  Wilcox 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Jamea  E  Dixon 
Doom  NmWt  wmiams 
MrftMrsGaryW.Feitx 
Mr.BffiyWaaon 
Mr.  Kerry  Hodges 
Eatefle  Womack 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Tommy  Baird 
Oflkera  ft  Staff  of  Planters 
l^nk 

Diide  Woods 

CarroO  Co  MS  Horoemaker’s 
Council 
Marvin  Fowler 
Janses  (Soimy)  Fowter 
Losiaft  Ruth  Pbwkr 
Sylvia  Evans 


DECEMBER  sft-fti,  aoi4 

HONORS 

Kathy  AMbcd 
klm.Jane%vakksHMi 
Ma.  Nita  AMirinoa 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Barney  J.  Alvitloo 
Mr.ftMnSinartABeo 
Ma.DoByHoopa 
Margarot  Barber 
Grace  (Mary  H.)  McMiUin 
Mm.  Vindl  Barlow 
Ma.  Linda  T.Mikar 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Jamea  Barnes 
Mr.  ft  Mn  DnnM  R  Smich 
Leon  ft  Joyce  Barnea 
Ift  .  ft  Mn  Rodrick  G.  Odomm 
Rev.  Jimmy  Brelandft  Billie 
Cedi  ft  Fenny  WaahkgFon 
Rhno  ft  Frances  Breoaenle 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Jimmy  Jcnkiiw 
Barbara  Brawn 
Mn  Joy  M.  Brawn 
Mra.  Rachel  Browning 
Mn  Roheit  P.  Nee|y,  Jr. 
Dr.MattBnddeaFBC 
Mr.ftMn  dark  McNair 
Annette  Cafley 
Mr.  Fml  D.  Haatings 


Mn  Gary  Carpenter 
Ma.  Undo  T.  Milner 
JoyCarpenta 
Mm.  Jan  Wallace 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Lynwood  Carr 
Dr.  ft  Mn  Victor  Wddi 
Brad  ft  KriaCa  Chander 
Mr.ftMnCT.Danna 
Ken  ft  Ebiabeth  ChaodieT 
Mr.ftMnCT.Danna 
Stacy  ft  Jeff  Chandler 
Mr.ftMnCT.  Daana 
Mr.  ft  Mn  James  dark 
Dr.  ft  Mn  Victor  Walah 
Charles  ft  Jean  Cockrell 
Ma.  Kathy  Davis 
Donna  CoK 
Ms.  Linda  G.  Hale 
Mr.ftMn  Bobby Dnivitte 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Ron  D.  Craddock 
Rev.  Bany  Corbett  ft  Deniee 
Corbett 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Rev.  ft  Mn  Sterling  Davis 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Harry  Foag 
Bobby  ft  Linda  Douglas 
Mr.  Johnny  Hobbs 
Mn  Yvonne  Evans 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Kerby  Eyans 
Joe  ft  Joyce  Fortooberry 
MnGailGarmr 
Mr.  Norman  Pranciiigues 
Mr.ftMn  dark  McNair 
Dr.  ft  Mn  Harry  Fkye 
Dr.  ft  Mn  Victor  Walsh 
Ms.  Nan  Gainey 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Ron  A.  Yarbroogh 
Marc  ft  Sue  Gentine 
Ma.  Ramona  1.  Sykes 
MnEHa  Gerald 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Barry  L  Gerald 
Mr.  pino  Gianfrancesco 
Mr.EJ.Troadatr 
Mkhaela  ft  Olivia  Goldman 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Jamea  L  Lambert 
Rev.  Garry  Gore 
Mr.  ft  Mn  dark  McNair 
AHeeGridiain 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Owendefl  Femoon 
Matthew  ft  Emily  Guy 
Mr.  ft  Mn  James  L  Lambert 
Jimrny  ft  Susan  Hardy 
MnJaaeWiikia-ui 
Dorothy  ft  Joan  Harrelaon 
Mr.  Robect  O.  Pbillipi 
Dr.  ft  Mn  Gerald  HaaaHman 
Mr.ftMnKovinMaaaey 
Ma.  Ashley  M.  Haaaelman 
Ray  ft  Joan  Haatmgi 
Mr.  Foal  D.  Haatiiv 
Kenny  ft  Su^  Hawkkis 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Franklin  Rayburn 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Prod  Henderaon 
Mr.  ft  MnB.R  Taylor 
Mr.ftMsm.GlsmHeata 
Mr.  ft  Mn  David  W.  Updiotch 
Terry  W.  Hirkman  Sorgiad 
Clinic  Aaaodatea.  PA. 

Brngkaldiidc 
Mm.  MMCic  Qtoech  Hiosan 
Mr.ftMn  dark  McNair 
Ma.  Audda  Hohgood 
Dobonh  SSC.  PBC  Vwkaburg 
AUeoe  HoBoway 
Mr.  ft  Mm.  Nathan  Adame 

a-x-  -  ^  - - no-M - - 

MBnMi  nMMFWvy 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Nathan  Adons 
las  Mae  Hones 
L.J.  ft  GMI  Garner 
Mr.  ft  Mm.  Roane  Hunter  ft 
Famfly 

Mr.ftMfa.HarryFotel 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lonont  Janea 
Dr.  ft  Mn  B.  C  Wolverton 
Dr.  ft  Mn  Tom  Jcttcoat 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Ron  O.  Craddock 
Rev.  MfliooBnrd  ft  Jerry 
GoeR  ft  Fenny  WasUngteo 
Hattie  Mas  Johnson 
Mrs,  lettyf  D  Ring 
Kevin  Bailey  Jones 
MkkeyftJudyB.  Hale 
Mrs.  Robert  L.Jaam 


Mr.  ft  Mn  Glyim  Jones 
Rnhy  Jones 
Mr.  Fad  D.  Hastings 
Shannon  A  Jones 
Mkkey  ft  Judy  E  Hale 
Mr.  ft  Mn  waham  Justice 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Ron  A  Yarbrough 
James  Lambert 
Mr.  James  Lambert 
OBie  Lambert 
Mr.  Jarod  E  Dawson 
Ma.  Gkwia  Leach 
Mn  RftaTsnkaley 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Balfour  Lipsoomb 
Dr.  ft  Mn  Victor  Walsh 
Mr.  ft  Mn  William  F.  Lowe 
Mr.  KiikG.  Taylor 
Lydia  Sunday  School  daas 
Ma.  Lillian  H.  Buie 
Rev.  ft  Mn  Allen  Mapp 
Mr.ftMn  Harry 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Lavalle  Massey  ft 
Fami^ 

Mn  E  Wayne  Smith 
Mn  Beame  Matthews 
Ma.  Linda  T.  HUner 
Libby  Matthews 
Mn.  Jan  Wallace 
Bob  ft  Joyce  McCord 
Ma.  Linda  G.  Hale 
Huey  McDonald 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Barney  J.  ABuittoa 
Regia  McGowan 
Mr.  Frank  Keys  Hayes 
Dr.  Kermit  McGregor 
Dr.  ft  Mn  Bobby  D.  Moore 
Dr.  John  Md«lair 
Mr.ftMn  dark  McNair 
Robert  ft  Mimi  Mehrie 
Mr.  Paul  D.  Hastinga 
Dr.  ft  Mn  Buddy  Meyer 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Ron  D.  Craddock 
David  ft  Marsha  Miller 
Mr.  Mkah  MiBa 
Linda  Milner 
Mn-JanWaOnce 
Mr.SeanMUna 
Mr.  ft  Mra  Mask  MrWeane 
The  Moore’s 
Mrs.  Joy  M.  Brown 
AC  (Moon)  MuQioa 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Rodrick  G.  Oakman 
Jackye  Murray 
Mn  Jane  WQkinaon 
Rev.  ft  Mn  Peyton  Myers  . 

Mr.  ft  Mra.  Harry  Poi« 

Mn  Doris  Nedy 
Rev.ftMnELS«r«a 
Chip  Oswalt 
M8.JeiaicaO.Mataon 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  VugR  A  Fahna 
Mr.  R  Raymond  Palma 
Rev.  Mark  FarndlftTreva 
Parnell 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Un.  LoktPbdard 
Mr.FfodFiiikaid.Jr. 

Mr.  ft  Mn  Scott  Foag  ft  Family 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Harry  P0i« 

Mr.  ft  Mn  William  Folk 
Ma.  LksdmyT.  Wynne 
Mn  Katharine  Freotias 
Dr.ftMnVktorWalak 
AnaieMaePfody 
Mr.  Pool  D.  Haatif«s 
CboylQnarlea 
Mr.  John  H.  Naau- 
Laroy  ft  Betty  Rrid 
Mr.  FanI  D.  Hmtfoca 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Rodney  RaniMey  ft 
FaaaBy 

Mr.  ft  Mn.  Hany  Feng 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Warren  Sattcrheld 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lmter  Stephens 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Larry  Sew 
Mr.  ft  Mra.  Ron  D  Craddock 
RrnmSetoer 

M*.  ft  Mn  Lama  Gordon 
Mr.ftMnMaokShelloa 
Dr.  ft  Mn  Victor  Walsh 
George  F.  aipea 
Mn  Robert  F.  Neely.  Jr. 
Robert  L  ft  Beth  Sagr^ 

Mn  Robert  F.  Nedy.  Jr. 


The  Laoste  Rued  Family 
Mr.  ft  Mn  Robbie  D.  Sullivan 
Ms.  Betty  Hatdor 


^SuNDiWlScHOOL  LESfflBHs  Mtoich  1 , 2015  ^ 


God  Is  •  Nahum  1:1-8 


While  serving  as  pastor  in  the  small 
vvest  Texas  tovm  oi  Goree,  my  fam¬ 
ily  got  very  familiar  with  storm  shel¬ 
ters.  It  began  in  the  wee  hours  of  the 
morning  wnen  we  heard  the  storm  si¬ 
ren.  We  gathered  our  nyo  small  chil¬ 
dren  ana  “weathered  the  storm*  to 
go  to  our  next  door  neighbor's  storm 
shelter  to  wait  out  the  tornado.  This 
vrauld  be  the  first  of  many  occasions 
of  such  an  event  during  our  ministry 
there  as  we  lived  in  the  ^tornado  alley^ 
of  west  Texas. 

God  tells  us  we  will  face  many  such 
storms  on  our  life  pilgrimage.  Some 
will  come  just  because  we  uve  in  an 
uncertain  world.  Others  will  come  as 
the  result  of  bad  decisions  on  our  part. 
One  thing  for  sure,  God  is  aware  of  ev¬ 
ery  circumstance. 

Nahum  tells  us  that  we  can  learn 
from  the  storms.  We  can  see  God  at 
work  in  everything  we  face.  Henry 
Blackaby  would  say,  “God  is  at  work 
all  around  us.  We  just  need  to  find 
where  He  is  working  and  join  Him.* 

As  we  look  through  Nahum,  par¬ 
ticularly  the  first  chapter,  we  disc^er 
several  character  traits  of  God  to  re¬ 
veal  His  working  in  and  through  our 
personal  circumstances. 

God  i8...ilealoiis  (Nahum  i:i-3a) 

“God  is  jealous,  and  the  Lord  aveng- 
e8...the  Lord  will  take  vengeance  on 
His  adversaries...*(NKJV  Naiiuaii:2) 


We  see  Nahum  declaring  (kid's  just 
actions  gainst  those  who  to  not  take 
God  seriously,  (kxl  wants  every  per¬ 
son  to  follow  His  %vil].  In  fact  (k)d  tells 
us  He  will  bless  those  who  follow  Him. 
But  He  also  tells  us  that  He  will  take 
action  against  those  who  disregard 
Him.  Goa  blessed  Nineveh  when  they 
repented  of  sins  after  the  preaching  of 
Jonah.  But  in  this  occasion  some  lOO 
years  after  Jonah,  God  is  saying  “He 
reserves  wrath  for  His  enemies”!  v.  2) 
God  does  not  always  act  immediately 
to  deal 
with  the 
enemy, 
but  his¬ 
tory  has 
-proved 
the  fact 
of  God’s 
actions 
against 
those  who 
totally 
disregard 
His  truth. 

God  U...Sovereign 
(Nahum 

"The  Lord  has  His  way... Who  can 
stand  before  His  indignation?”!  NKJV 
Nahum  3h;6) 

The  fierceness  of  tornadoes  and 
hurricanes  leave  a  wide  path  of  de¬ 
struction  as  they  cross  our  land.  Mis¬ 


sissippi  has  seen  its  share  of  both. 
The  a^astation  is  hard  to  describe. 
Many  ask  questions  of  why.  While  we 
do  not  say  that  storms  are  the  result  of 
man's  sinfulness,  we  do  say  that  God 
is  working  over  all,  through  all,  and  in 
all  things  to  reveal  His  plsns. 

Nahum  describes  all  the  forces  of 
nature  as  tools  of  God  to  enforce  His 
justice  and  reveal  His  plans.  All  must 
^and  accountable  to  (rod’s  Word. 

God  is...Good  (Nahum  1:7) 

“The 
Lord  is 
good,  a 
-  strong¬ 
hold  in 
the  day  of 
trouble." 
(NKJV 
Nahum 

1:7) 

In  the 
midst 
of  life's 
storms,  God  reveals  His  character  of 
comfort  and  strength  to  those  who 
trust  solely  in  Him.  Paul  told  the  Co- 
rinthian  church  that  God  “comforts  us 
in  all  our  tribulation,  tha^  we  may  be 
able  to  comfort  those  who  are  in  any 
trouble,  with  the  comfort  with  which 
we  ourselves  have  been  comforted*. 
(NKJV  2  Corinthians  1:4) 

Gkxl  is  our  stronghold.  He  alone  can 


Explore  the  BiUe 

wUh  Kiety  D.  Young 


meet  our  needs  in  the  face  of  difficulty 
b^ond  our  understanding.  Yet,  He  is 
faithful  and  promises  never  to  leave 
us  or  forsake  us.fMatthew  28:20) 

Ck>d  ia.«.Juat  (Nahum  1:8) 

“But  with  an  overflowing  flood  He 
%vill  make  an  utter  end  of  its  place” 
(NKJVNahumi.8) 

Assyria  was  a  city  of  godless  vio¬ 
lence,  inj^ustice  and  destru^on.  (k>d 
did  not  allow  such  disregaid  to  go  un¬ 
noticed.  He  allowed  the  once  repen¬ 
tant  Nineveh  to  be  destroyed.  He  al¬ 
lowed  godless  nations  to  overrun  the 
city  and  nation. 

Gur  world  should  take  notice  of  the 
history  of  God’s  people.  For,  when 
God’s  people  disr^ard  the  plan  and 
will  of  (km  for  His  prople,  God's  jus¬ 
tice  %rill  always  prevail.  It  may  not  be 
immediate,  but  ^darkness  will  pursue 
His  enemies”.  (NKJV  Nahum  1:8) 

(k>d  desires  us  to  walk  in  daily  fel¬ 
lowship  with  Him.  He  wants  iis  to 
abide  in  Him  and  He  wants  His  Word 
to  abide  in  us.  As  we  continue  in  that 
plan.  He  %irill  reveal  to  us  His  pur¬ 
poses,  His  plans,  and  His  will  for  our 
lives.  Look  around  and  discover  how 
(k>d  is  working  and  join  with  Him. 

Young  is  retired  Sunday  School 
Director,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board,  and  a  member  of 
Ridgecrest  Church,  Madison, 


Promised  Like  No  Other*  Isaiah  53:1-12 


What  a  blessing  to  study  and  teach 
and  sing  and  write  about  my  fmmrite 
subject:  Jesus!  Cmr  scripture  passages 
over  the  next  eight  wem  will  testify 
that  He  is  like  no  other.  Jesus  was 
completely  human,  completely  divine, 
completely  unioue.  The  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  presents  lorth-telling  prophecy 
of  His  life,  death,  burial  and  resur¬ 
rection.  The  New  TesUment  presente 
fulfillment  proof  of  His  ministty,  sacri¬ 
fice,  ascenmon,  exaltation  and  certain 
return.  The  Word  of  (kxl  reve^  that 
Jesus  is  our  purpose,  our  salvation,  our 
life.  Incomprehensibly  incomparable, 
Jesus  stands  alone. 

The  salvation  story  began  before 
creation.  In  the  heart  of  God,  the 
certain  coming  sinful  choices  of  man 
would  require  the  shed  blood  of  an  in¬ 
nocent  Savior,  (kkl  created  the  First 
Adam  anyway,  knowing  that  the  Sec¬ 
ond  Adam  was  waiting  in  the  win{^. 
Jesus  would  fully  accomplish  the  will 
of  His  Father  from  His  humble,  mea¬ 
ger  manger  beginnings  all  the  way 
Uirou^  Calvary  and  the  empty  tomb 
to  eternity.  Uron  completion  of  ev¬ 
ery  phase  of  His  earthly  assignment 
Jesus  could  say  unequivocally,  “It  is 
finished!*  The  Promise  Maker  was  the 
Promise  Keeper.  ,  ^  ^ 

More  than  seven  (7)  hundred  (100) 
years  before  (hot  after)  Bethlehem 
(did  you  get  tlmt?),  God  sent  a  proph¬ 
et  to  the  Southern  Kingdom  of  Judah 


named  Isaiah.  His  prophetic  minis¬ 
try  spanned  the  reigns  or  four  Judean 
kings.  Even  the  meaning  of  the  He¬ 
brew  name  “Isaiah*  reveals  the  heart 
and  plan  of  the  Father:  “the  Lord 
saves  and  helps.”  Chapter  53  of  Isa¬ 
iah  records  for  us  the  prophecy  of  The 
Suffering  Servant.  (k>a  knew  that  man 
had  a  sin  problem  and  needed  salva¬ 
tion  help.  However,  the  picture  of  this 
salvation  help  was  drawn  upon  a  can¬ 
vas  of  lifelong  pain  and  suffering  for 
One  yet  to  come. 

Verse  one  dares  us  to  even  attempt 
to  com¬ 
prehend 
what  we 
are  about 
to  discover 
about  the 
Suffering 
Servant. 

This  One 
would 
come  from 
humble 

beginnings,  being  perceived  as  an  ordi¬ 
nary  guy,  nothing  special.  He  would  be 
rejected,  despised  and  forsaken  by  his 
own  family  and  His  beloved  Jewish  na¬ 
tion.  He  would  be  well  acquainted  with 
grief,  declared  to  be  a  man  of  sorrows. 

He  would  be  suMected  to  the  deep¬ 
est  wounding  of  all  as  He  would  bear 
His  o%vn  massive,  personal,  physical 
anguish  while  bearing  all  of  the  pun¬ 


ishment  that  was  due  to  all  of  man¬ 
kind.  He  would  be  stricken  (slapped), 
smitten  (beaten)  and  afflicted  (mis¬ 
treated).  He  would  be  pierced  through 
with  thorns  and  lashes  and  nails  ana  a 
sword.  He  would  be  crushed  b^use  of 
OUR  transgressions  and  iniquities. 

This  Servant  would  be  perfectly 
innocent,  sinless,  spotless,  guiltless. 
The  chastening  (discipliife)  that  WE 
deserved  woula  fall  on  His  shoulders. 
He  would  be  scourged  to  accomplish 
OUR  healing.  To  “scouree*  means  to 
wound,  to  stripe,  to  inflict  blows,  to 
bruise.  Ask 
the  Roman 
soldier 
who  fol¬ 
lowed  the 
orders  of 
Pilate  to 
give  you 
an  up- 
close  and 
ersonal 
escrip- 

tion.  Please  do  not  miss  the  fact  that 
the  gospel  accounts  mirror  the^  ex¬ 
act  prophecies  as  being  fulfilled  in  the 
body  of  Jesus  before  the  cross.  This 
One  who  never  deserved  death  would 
willingly  give  His  life  for  those  of  us 
who  courted  death  %vith  every  single 
breath-taking  sinful  conscious  choice. 
This  Suffering  Servant  would  be  the 
Lamb  of  Go<r  The  Shepherd  would 


die  for  the  sheep.  All  of  His  suffering, 
oppression  ana  judgment  would  be 
cross-connected.  His  complimenlar>’ 
feneral  arrangements  would  be  made 
courtesy  of  a  rich  man.  The  gospels 
reveal  tnis  man  by  nanie  to  be  Joseph 
of  Arimathea.  All  of  this  was  planned 
by  God  the  Father. 

Verse  eleven  declares  that  this 
Righteous  Servant  belongs  to  God! 
He  is  identified  as  “My  Servant*  by 
the  True  Author  of  this  book  which 
was  chronicled  by  Isaiah,  the  prophet. 
Jesus  was  numbered  with  (counted  to 
be  a  part  oO  the  transgressors  so  that 
transgressors  would  have  a  way  out. 
All  four  gospels  record  that  Jesus  was 
crucified  between  two  thieves.  One 
nail-scarred  arm  of  Jesus  reached  out 
to  a  thief  who  said,  “Remember  Me.* 
We  will  meet  him  in  Heaven!  The  oth¬ 
er  arm  of  Jesus  was  stretched  toward 
a  thief  whose  name  shall  forever  be 
“Could  have  been  forgiven." 

Prtmhesied  with  (/(^-perfect  preci¬ 
sion,  The  Suffering  Servant  came  just 
as  ciod  said  He  would.  Jesus.  Ptom- 
ised  like  no  other.  Ponder  this:  every 
person  who  came  in  contact  with  Jesus 
during  the  crucifixion  was  stained  with 
His  blood.  God  was  making  a  way  to 
raise  up  generations  of  “faitners.*  I  am 
one.  Are  you? 

Brown  is  staff  evangelist,  First 
Church,  Richland. 
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Surveys:  Americans  uneasy  over  Islamic  way  of  life 
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NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  reports) - 
As  U.S.  President  Barack  Obama  seeks 
to  ramp  up  military  action  acmnst  the 
terrorist  group  known  as  ISIS,  Ameri¬ 
cans  remain  uneasy  over  the  place 
of  Islam  in  the  United  Sutes  and  in 
the  world,  three  LifeWay  Research 
^  surveys  show. 

Thirty-seven  percent  of  respon- 
I  dents  to  the  surveys  say  they  are  wor¬ 
ried  a^ut  Sharia  law,  a  harsh  Islamic 
legal  and  moral  code,  being  applied 
in  America. 

Twenty-seven  percent  believe  the 
!  terrorist  mxMip  loIS  reflects  tibe  true 
nature  of  Warn,  while  43%  bdieve  Is- 
I  lam  can  create  a  peaceful  society. 

I  Most  Protestant  senior  pastors 
(76%)  say  they  support  military  action 
kgainst  ISIS. 

Those  are  among  the  results  of  two 
surveys  of  1,000  Americans  eadi,  along 
with  a  survey  of  1,000  senior  pastors 
of  Protestant  diurches.  from  UfcWay 
Research,  an  arm  of  liieWay  Christian 
Resources  in  NashviUe. 
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Are  renrorists  Islamic? 

"ISIS  has  stirred  an  odd  rdi^ous  de¬ 
bate  in  America  today,”  said  Ea  Stetzer, 
executive  director  of  ufeWay  Research. 
*In  a  nation  that  has  long  espoused  reli¬ 
gious  freedom,  Americans  are  thinking 
long  and  hard  about  the  kind  of  soci- 
et^slam  fosters  —  especially  the  more 
radioal  groups  diat  say  they  are  Islamic 

—  and  whetner  Shana  law  would  ever 
be  adopted  here.” 

Terrorist  attacks  last  month  on  the 
Offices  of  a  satirical  magazine  and  a 
Jewish  delicatessen,  both  in  Paris,  and 
the  rise  of  ISIS  have  renewed  ooooerns 
over  eMMM  verakms  of  Mnii. 

In  particular,  ISIS  is  known  for  its 
brutality.  Its  filters  executed  a  num¬ 
ber  of  prisoners  over  the  past  year, 
including  the  burning  alive  of  a  Jorda¬ 
nian  fighter  pilot  and  the  beheading  of 
21  Coptic  Christians. 

The  death  of  a  female  American  aid 
worker,  also  captured  by  ISIS,  was 
confirmed  this  week,  according  to 
media  reports. 

Since  uut  year,  the  U.S.  militaiy  has 
hdped  conduct  air  strikes  against  ISIS. 
Obama  and  other  U.S.  leaders  have  ar¬ 
gued  the  group  also  known  as  ISIL 

—  is  a  terrorist  organization,  not  a  reli- 
gkms  group. 

•Now  let's  make  two  things  clear,” 
the  president  said  in  a  S^.  10,  2014, 
address  to  the  nation.  ”ISIL  ia  not  Is¬ 
lamic.  No  religion  condones  the  IdDins 
of  innocents,  and  the  vast  majority  of 
ISIL's  victims  have  been  Muslim.* 

Pew  Americans  accept  that  view. 
Forty-eight  percent  disakree  with  the 
statement,  *tSIS  U  not  Islamic.”  Twen¬ 
ty-two  percent  agree,  while  three  in  10 
are  not  sure. 

However,  survw  respondents  also 
did  not  believe  ISIS  reflects  what  a  so¬ 
ciety  shaped  by  Islam  looks  like.  Only 
twenty-seven  pemnt  sgm  with  the 
statement,  *ISIS  is  a  true  indication  of 
what  Islam  looks  like  when  Islam  con¬ 
trols  a  society.”  Forty-seven  percent 
disagree,  and  twenty-six  percent  are 
not  sure. 


Support  of  airstrikes  was  similar 
among  white  (76%),  African-Amer¬ 
ican  (75%),  evangelicals  (79%)»  And 
Mainline  (71%)  pastors.  Two-thirds 
of  younger  pastore,  tiiose  ages  iS-44, 
support  the  air  strikes,  as  do  nearly  all 
(85%)  of  pastors  over  65. 

Stetzer  said  he  believes  the  over- 
wl^ming  support  fit>m  pTotestant 
pastors  will  bolker  President  Obama's 
case  for  more  military  action  against 
ISIS.  •Pastors  and  Americans  are 
clearly  behind  greater  military  engage¬ 
ment,^  he  said. 

Views  on  Islam 

Pastors,  researchers  found,  are 
critical  about  the  nature  of  Islam. 
Sixty-one  percent  of  Protestant  senior 
pastors  disagree  with  tiie  statement 
•t>uc  Islam  creates  a  peacef  il  sod^." 
•nUrty  percent  agree.  Africas  -American 
pastors  (50%)  are  more  likely  to  say  Is¬ 
lam  can  create  a  peaceful  society  than 
white  pastors  (30%). 

Few  evangelical  pastors  a|7ee  (23%), 
but  that  number  jumps  to  forty-two 
pemnt  for  Mainline  pi^on . 

About  half  of  pa^rs  (45^)  say  ISIS 
gives  a  true  indication  of  lAimt  an  Is- 
Umk  society  looks  Hke.  A  similar  num¬ 
ber  (47%)  disagree.  Evaofelical  and 
maiimne  pastors  are  split  on  this  Ques¬ 
tion  as  wml.  About  half  of  evangelicals 
(51%)  agrre,  but  only  a  thirty-six  per¬ 
cent  of  mainliners  a|pee. 

Ovmll,  LifeWay  Research  found 
Ammcan  views  about  Islam  are  ^it 
along  demographic  lines,  with  older 
Americans  more  skeptical  of  Idam 
than  younger  Americans.  That's  es|^ 
dally  true  m  the  case  of  Sharia  law,  the 
f  slaniir  fagml  and  reiigiens  coda. 

OverallT  thirty-seven  percent  of 


Military  action 

Researchers  found  widespread  sup¬ 
port  among  Protestant  naators  for  mili¬ 
tary  action  against  ISIS.  Seventy-six 


percent  say,  ^r  strikes  against  ISIS 
are  needed  to  protect  Christians  in  Syr¬ 
ia  and  Iraq.”  Only  13%  disagree. 


Overall;  thirty-seven  percent  of 
Americans  are  worried  about  Sharis 
law  being  applied  in  the  United  States. 
That  inouore  foity-aeven  percent  of 
those  over  45.  Only  about  a  quarter 
(27%)  of  those  ages  18-44  worry  about 
Sharia  law. 

Rclilion  of  pooco? 

Americans  are  also  divided  over 
how  peaceful  Islam  is  at  heart.  Forty- 
three  percent  agree  with  the  statement, 
True  Islam  creates  s  peaceful  socl¬ 
es.”  A  similar  number  (39%)  disagree. 
Eighteen  are  unsure. 

More  than  half  (52%)  of  younger 
Americans,  those  ages  18-34.  say  Is¬ 
lam  can  create  a  peaceful  aodety.  By 
contrast,  forty  percent  of  those  ages 
35  and  older  say  Islam  can  create  a 
peaceful  sodety. 

UfeWav  Research  slab  found  other 
demograpbic  differences  in  bow  Amer¬ 
icana  see  Islam. 

Women  (42%)  are  more  likely  to 
worry  about  Sharia  law  than  men 
(33%).  They  are  also  less  likely  (19%) 
San  men  (26%)  to  agree  that  ISIS  is 
not  Islamic. 

While  half  of  evan^^cals  (51%)  wor¬ 
ry  about  Sharia,  few  Catholics  (34%)  ^ 
Nones  (21%),  tiiose  with  no  religious 
preference,  share  their  concerns. 

Evangelicals  are  part^lariy  skep¬ 
tical  about  Islam’s  role  in  public  life. 
Only  a  third  (33  percent)  agree  true  Is¬ 
lam"  creates  a  peaceful  society.  Catho¬ 
lics  (49%)  and  Nones  (47%)  sre  more 
likely  to  see  a  positive  rw  for  Islam. 

"Every  religion  has  s  broad  spectrum 
.  of  groups  that  fall  under  their  umbrel¬ 
la,  Stetzer  said.  "Who  is  mainstream 
or  extreme,  who  is  orthodox  or  hereti¬ 
cal,  is  often  a  topic  of  fierce  debate." 


